28 JAN 2003
Mahat hi r - Umo
UWNO CAN LOSE BY DEFAULT BECAUSE OF Bl CKERI NG AMONG MEMBERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
he is worried that bickering anmong Umo nenbers woul d cause the party to
| ose support of the people by default and not because the opposition party
i s stronger.

Prime Mnister said he did not think that PAS woul d becone stronger
shoul d the war against Iraq by the United States take pl ace.

"I don't think so. | think in Ml aysia, people are very rational about
| sl am and peopl e know what is the true teaching of Islam

"So I'mnot worried about that, what |'mworried about is perhaps the
bi ckering within my own party and we woul d | ose by default, not because the
other side is stronger," he said during an interviewin the Asian Wl
Street Journal programme aired over CNBC TV, tonight.

To a question whether there was potential bickering in Umo, Dr
Mahat hir said potential was al ways there whenever there was an opportunity
to lead the party.

"To get into a position that is very attractive, there will be sone
contestants," he said.

Asked whet her there would be another Islamc state for Ml aysia, Dr
Mahat hir said this country was already an Islamc state by virtue of Islam
being its official religion and that all laws were in conformty with the
perception of Islamc | aws.

He said the Syariah | aw was al ready being inplenented but it only
applied to the Musli mns.

To a question if the time was still right for the fixed exchange rate,
Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister, said there seened to be no
i ndi cati on why there should not be fixed exchange rate.

"Unl ess, of course, sonething happens to the US currency which makes it
no | onger a benchmark for the currency of the world," he said.

Mal aysi a has pegged its ringgit at RvVB.80 to one US dollar since
Septenber 1998, due to the region's financial crisis.

Dr Mahathir said the world had had a fi xed exchange rate for a | ong
time and during that period there was good growt h for the whole world.

However, he said the world decided to go off with the gold standard to
al | ow specul ators to determne the rate of exchange, and since then, the
worl d had faced nany cri ses.

"So, | don't think that floating the exchange rate is a solution or
even a good regine for the international financial sector,” he added.
- - BERNAMA

HS HS AO



	UMNO CAN LOSE BY DEFAULT BECAUSE OF BICKERING AMONG MEMBERS (Bernama 28/01/2003)

