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Umo- Anni ver sary
UWNO S 57TH ANNI VERSARY REM NDS MEMBERS OF STRUGGLE FOR | NDEPENDENCE

By: Harlina Samson

KUALA LUMPUR, May 9 (Bernama) -- Umo's 57th anni versary cel ebration at
the Merdeka Stadi umon Sunday will be nost neani ngful and synbolic in
rem nding the people of its struggles to unite the Malays and free the
country fromits col onial masters.

The anni versary cel ebration of the United Malay National Organisation
(Umo), which was formed on May 11, 1956, this tine clearly brings back the
nost al gi ¢ nonent when Umo's second presi dent Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra
Al -Haj |oudly proclai ned "Merdeka" (Freedom) on Aug 31, 1957 at the
st adi um

Umo's 57th anniversary is synbolic because it also coincides with the
year 1957, when the country attai ned i ndependence, and acts as a rem nder
to its nenbers and supporters that despite the party's nature age, it does
not nean that Umo will not collapse and continue to chanpi on the cause of
the people and remain i n power.

When the worl d i s being plagued by various probl ens and uncertainties,

terrorism oppression of the weak by powerful nations, and mass killings,
the chall enges faced by Ml aysia, particularly the Mal ays, are even
greater.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who will step down from
governnent and party posts in COctober, had warned at the Umo genera
assenbly | ast year that the Malays in Malaysia are still not safe.

"The Mal ays are still weak and are the poorest race in the country. If
the Mal ays are not careful, they may find thensel ves going back to the tine
when they were col oni sed, poor and huniliated,"” said the prinme mnister
when delivering his policy speech.

Just | ook at what happened to Iraq. The invasion by the United States
and its allies recently showed how a weak nation nmust take whatever fate
that befalls them

The Iraqgi civilisation, the land of the prophets, which had been
def ended for thousands of years had been destroyed so easily in the nanme of
denocracy.

Appropriately thenmed "The Struggles of a Nation", the anniversary
celebration this tine also ains to renind the younger generation of the
struggles and sacrifices of their elders in freeing the country fromthe
colonialists and developing it into an i ndependent and successful nation.

Umo executive secretary Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor said the
t hene was chosen because it was closely linked to Umo's struggles all this
while in producing a conpetitive and progressive Mal ay and Mal aysi an race.

Umo's success in noulding a conpetitive race cannot be deni ed. Wthout
Umo, there m ght not have been the Pernpdal an Nasional Berhad or the
various unit trusts and governnment - owned agenci es specifically for the
Mal ays today. Many Mal ays al so had the opportunity to venture into business
and becane prosperous.

Nevert hel ess, are these successes by Umo all this while sufficient to
turn it into a public institution |iked by every strata of the society
particularly the young generation?

A Mal ay professional, who teaches at an institution of higher |earning
specifically for the Bum puteras, said that after having achieved maturity,
Umo shoul d i ndul ge in soul searching to ensure that the party remains
rel evant to the changi ng environnent.

The anni versary cel ebration, to be held before the Umo general



assenbly on June 17 to 20, is seen as nost significant in the party's
history with the transition of power fromDr Mhathir, who has | ed Umo for
nmore than two decades, to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badaw .

Dr Mahathir will deliver his keynote address in front of about 40, 000
party menbers and supporters who will be attending the cel ebrati on.

Certainly, the people will be | ooking forward anxiously to the speech
as it will be one of several major speeches by the statesman who i s npst
respected, even at the international |evel, before he retires.

Umo and the Malays are truly indebted to Dr Mahathir who has energed
as a national hero and a highly respected Islanic | eader.

H s | eadership has nade it possible for Mal aysia to achi eve excel |l ence
internms of racial solidarity, education, econony and finance. Dr Mahathir
has al so put in place a strong foundation for the country to attain its
aspiration of becom ng a devel oped nation by the year 2020.

The party's anniversary cel ebration and general assenbly this tine are
al so nore significant in preparing the alnmobst three mllion Umo nenbers to
face the 11th general election which can be called for at any tine now,
under a new | eadershi p.
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