20 JUN 2003

UWMNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY - SN PPETS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Snippets on the second day of the
54th Umo General Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre today:

It has becone a tradition at the Umo general assenbly that mnisters
and senior party |leaders drop by at the nmedia centre at Bilik Pangkor,
Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) in appreciation for the journalists
contribution covering the proceedings fromnorning till evening.

The assenbly this time around is no exception when several mnisters
were seen to have visited the nedia centre and shook hands with every
journalist they net today.

Anong the VIPs were Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan
Sri Muhyi ddin Yassin, who is al so Umo vice-president, Second Fi nance
M ni ster Datuk Jamal udin Jarjis and Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Azm
Khal i d.

The Mal aysi an Nati onal News Agency's (Bernana) operations centre,
| ocat ed beside the dining hall for nmedia personnel, did not escape the
attention of the VIPs.

At the Bernama operations centre, Mihyiddin, Janmaludin and Azm were
greeted by Bernama General Manager Datuk Syed Jami | Jaafar and Director of
t he Communi cati ons Team National Economic Action Council (NEAC), Abdul
Rahman Sul ai man, who was al so fornmer Bernanma Editor-in-Chief, who happened
to be at there.

Informati on M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who is al so Umo
secretary-general, was the first visitor for the nmedia centre on Wdnesday.

* % %

Overseas Umo cl ubs, whose nenbers |argely conprised Ml aysi an
students, continued to get the attention of senior party |eaders as had
been the case in previous Umo general assenblies.

The Umo general assenbly is the best opportunity for the | eaders to
exchange views and to convey their nessage and advice to the Umo cl ubs
representing Mal aysi an students and citizens all over the world.

The overseas Umo clubs get the attention of the senior party |eaders
because they formthe secondliners who will inherit the | eadership of the
party and country.

Anmong t hose who had net and hel d di al ogues with representatives of the
overseas Umo clubs at the current assenbly were Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, who is al so party president, his deputy, Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi , International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Aziz, who is also Wanita Umo head, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Syed Ham d Al bar and Youth and Sports M ni ster Datuk H shammuddi n Tun
Hussein, who is al so Umo Youth head.

* k%

As in previous years, food is never a problemat the Umo genera
assenbly. Every norning, noon and evening, free food is provided for the
del egat es and those on duty, including the nedia representatives.

Last night, dinner was provided by party president Datuk Seri Dr



Mahat hi r Mohamad, while tonight's dinner was footed by his deputy Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw .

The efficiency of the Umo headquarters in arranging for food for the
t housands of del egates and personnel received praise fromeveryone.

In addition to the dinners given by the president and his deputy, the
chairmen of the respective state Umo |iaison bodies too provided food for
t heir del egat es.

After a sunptuous neal, the del egates were certainly full of ears for
t he debates by speakers on resol utions touching on the econony, education
and religion as well as devel opnental issues concerning the Ml ays and
preparations for the next general election.

Al t hough the del egates were generally sad as the assenbly would be the
last for Dr Mahathir as party president, and many were in tears when the
president delivered his policy speech which was regarded as a "farewel |l
speech" yesterday, the nobod at the dining hall was still cheerful as in
previ ous years.
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