11 FEB 2003
Mahat hi r - Sabah
UWNO TO TAKE OVER POST OF SABAH CHI EF M NI STER, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 11 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that the post of Sabah Chief Mnister which falls vacant
next nonth follow ng the expiry of the tenure of Datuk Chong Kah Kiat will
be filled by Umo based on the rotation system

Dr Mahathir, who is Barisan Nasional (BN) chairman, denied allegations
that Chong, who is president of the Sabah Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP)
had asked for his termto be extended.

He expressed utnost regret over such unfounded and basel ess al |l egations
and expl ai ned that Chong net himlast Thursday over matters relating to him
rel i nqui shing his post.

"He cane to see ne to propose that if it's possible he wish to go on
| eave for a nonth prior to his successor taking over so that he could gain
sone experience in discharing his duties. That was his purpose when he saw
me and not to seek an extension of his term nothing of that sort. | didn't
hear himutter anything about it.

"I think this suspicion by others is nothing nore than that al
politicians have bad intentions," he said when asked to coment on a col um
in a weekly which stated that Chong went to see himto ask himto consider
extending his termas Chief Mnister.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after |aunching the devel opnent
of the Kual a Lunpur Convention Centre, soon to be a new distinctive
landmark in the capital city.

M ngguan Mal aysi a's "Bi si k-Bi si k M ngguan" col um by Awang Sel amat | ast
Sunday stated that Chong nmet Dr Mahathir recently to ask himto consider
extending his termas Sabah Chief M nister.

The rotation system introduced in 1994, provides an opportunity for
| eaders of the MuslimBum putera, Chinese and non-MislimBum puteras to
assunme the post of Sabah Chief Mnister for a two-year term

Chong is the sixth | eader of the state BN conponent party to assune the
post under the rotation system taking over from Datuk Osu Sukam The first
was Tun Sakaran Dandai, followed by Datuk Seri Mhamed Sal |l eh Sai d, Datuk
Yong Teck Lee and Tan Sri Bernard Donpok.

On the appoi ntment of Chong's successor, Dr Mahathir said that the
governnent woul d make the sel ection.

"There are no candi dates, we don't have candi dates...there's no such
thing as applying to becone the Chief Mnister and there are no application
forms. There are no fornms what soever, there is nothing," he said.

Asked on the possibility that the Sabah state el ecti on be conducted
si mul taneously with the general election, Dr Mahathir said: "Everything's
possible...if it's possible, there'll be a possibility."

Sabah needs to conduct its state election by April next year.

Last week, the Prinme Mnister disnissed speculation that the genera
election will be held before he steps down in Cctober this year.

Asked on the suggestion by the El ection Comm ssion (EC) that al
contesting parties and candi dates be required to sign a pl edge comenci ng
fromthe next general election, Dr Mahathir said that he was not aware of
the matter but that it could be anong the EC s proposals.

"But we can definitely...there's no problemas far as we (BN) are
concerned but it's the others. Seeing that they cannot win, they tend to
resort to violence," he said.

On the suggestion that candi dates breaching their pledge nay stand to



lose their eligibility to contest, Dr Mahathir said that he does not know
about that but it requires scrutiny as it was only a proposal by the EC

"We don't know anything yet, how then to make comments,"” he said.

EC chai rman Dat uk Abdul Rashid Abdul Rahman was today reported to have
said that el ection candi dates breaching their pledge by resorting to
unheal thy practices includi ng aggressi ve canpai gning would stand to | ose
their eligibility to contest fromthe next general election.

Asked on the briefing given by the EC yesterday, Dr Mahathir said that
he was briefed on electronic voting and its mechani sm

"The EC conducted a denonstration for ne. But the governnent has not
consi dered on whether or not to opt for electronic voting," he said.

The Prime M nister however did not dismss the possibility that
el ectronic voting may be adopted as it was nore up-to-date and it
facilitates a speedier tally of the ball ot papers.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on the proposal by the Kel antan and
Terengganu Umo |iai son bodies that el ection candidates for the two states
be determi ned earlier.

"I've said that I'Il look intoit. If earlier, how rmuch earlier, a year
earlier, 10 years earlier or a day earlier...they're all earlier,
relatively," he said.

On Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang's neeting with
individuals |inked with terrorismand extrenmi sm Dr Mahathir hoped that
they do not get involved in crimnal activities.

"They neet people, it's alright but we want to know, they neet people
for what. If they neet in order to plan sone acts of violence, of course
they' Il be cul pable," he said.

A local daily | ast week reported that Abdul Hadi has attended a
congress al so attended by Jemaah |slam yah | eader Abu Bakar Ba' asyir and
Laskar Jundul | ah | eader Agus Dwi kar na.
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