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UWNO READY FOR GENERAL ELECTI ON

By: Zul kefli Salleh

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Umo is stronger now and is al
fired up for the general election, judging fromthe signs emerging fromthe
54t h Umo General Assenbly.

This time the opposition parties will have to face a nore united,
spirited and confident Umo conpared to the situation in the |ast genera
el ection in 1999.

The power struggle that the opposition hopes will happen and weaken the
party followi ng the transition of power in October is unlikely to happen

In fact, the retirenment of Prime Mnister and Umo President Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad i n Oct ober, which has been accepted by party nenbers
with a "heavy heart", has becone a factor of "strength."

They want to ensure Umo secures a bigger victory to ensure the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) can defend its two-thirds majority as a "retirenent gift" to
Dr Mahathir fromparty nenbers, according to several del egates.

Umo Suprene Council nenber Datuk Azm Khalid said the nood of the
del egat es showed that they have accepted the call by Dr Mahathir in his
presidential address that nenbers shoul d enhance party unity, set aside
personal interests and give priority to Umo to face the general election

Dr Mahathir, apart fromunderlining the steps for Umo's future, also
listed the successes of the Mal ays and Mal aysia since the party hel ned the
country's | eadership

Umo nenbers are now nore confident that the party is nore Islamc than
ot her parties which profess to struggle for Islam

In fact, they can take pride in Umo's achi evenents and track record in
devel oping the country and the people after spearheading the struggle for
the country's independence 46 years ago.

The del egates have pl edged their solid support to Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi as Dr Mahathir's successor.

The three vice-presidents -- Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri
Muhammad Muhanmmad Tai b and Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin -- have al so openly
voi ced their backing for Abdull ah.

They have al so said publicly that they will accept Abdullah's decision
on whom he picks as deputy prime mnister, who by tradition will be
accepted as Umo deputy president.

Wth this, the fear expressed by Dr Mahathir in the run-up to the
assenbly that there m ght be a contest for the deputy president's post in
the party el ections next year, no | onger posed a threat to party unity.

The split in Umo following the fight for the president's and deputy
president's posts in 1987 will not recur.

The del egat es have wel comed Dr Mahathir's criticismagainst | eaders and
menbers who sabot age Unmmo candi dates to vent their frustrations.

Thi s has made anybody trying to weaken party unity to be seen as a
"bl ack sheep," they said.

The del egat es seened to have been touched by the sincerity and
comm t nent shown by Dr Mahat hir in pursuing Umo's struggles.

The extent of Dr Mahathir's sincerity in struggling for nore than two
decades for Umo and the Mal ays was relected in his prayer towards the end
of his presidential speech at the assenbly which has touched the hearts of
del egat es and party nenbers.

In a voice choked with enotions, Dr Mahathir said: "Alah be praised,
for having given his insignificant slave this opportunity. | pray to Hmto



protect my race fromthe bad qualities and nake them a people who are
successful and honoured, who submit fully to all that our holy religion has
taught us, to make themwork hard, that You may protect and bring success
to our people in order to becone the nodel to the Miuslimumrah, the people
who submit to all your injunctions, Ch Allah, Amn.

That's the difference between a genuine Miusliml| eader and ot hers
-- after working hard to boost the i mage of the race and Musli s,
conclude with a prayer at the end of his struggle.

"If Dr Mahathir can love the party and the race, and struggle to boost
the image of Islam we, as nmenbers, should al so have the same feelings and
spirit,"” said an Umo supporter.
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