07 APR 2003
Abdul | ah- Deput y
UWNO DI VI SI ONS ADVI SED NOT TO MAKE ANY MOTI ON ON DPM

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi
today advi sed all Umo divisions not to nmake any notion on who should be
hi s deputy when he takes over as prine mnister.

The acting prine nminister said that such nmotions could result in
canpai gning for certain posts within the party.

"There's no need for such notions by any division now because firstly,
(Prinme Mnister) Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has said that | wll decide
who will be the deputy prinme mnster.

"Secondly, the party has agreed that there will be no el ections until
after the next general election and this factor should be given attention
by the divisions," he told a medi a conference in the Parlianment | obby after
tabling two notions on the redelineation of electoral boundaries in the
Dewan Rakyat .

Abdul | ah was asked to comrent on the support expressed by the Chenderoh
Umo division in Perak yesterday for Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak to be elevated to deputy president and appoi nted deputy prine
m ni ster in Cctober.

Chender oh Umo divi sion chai rman Datuk Seri Mhamed Nazri Aziz had said
that his division felt that Najib was the nost qualified to becone the
deputy prinme mnister as he was one of the | ongest-serving cabinet
m ni sters and had contributed a lot to national devel opnent.

Abdul | ah, who is also Umo deputy president, said that if a division
started making notions the others night follow suit and this coul d cause
troubl e.

He said that it was better for the dvisions not to submit the names of
t heir candi dat es.

"Anything to do with posts can be raised and notions passed | ater when
we have the party el ections.

"On the choice of deputy prine ninister, give ne a chance to consider a
sui tabl e candi date,"” he said.

To a question on internal conflicts w thin Barisan Nasional conponent
parties, such as bickerings in the Peoples' Progressive Party (PPP), MC
and MCA, Abdull ah said that such di sputes shoul d stop.

"The prime mnister has said it already and | have al so nade statenents
previously at the Barisan Nasional neeting.

"I"ve reminded themthat it is inmportant to ensure that our party
remains strong and if there is any problembetween the parties, then we
have to resolve it as quickly as possible and we nust avoid intra-party
di sputea," he said.

He said that they were all responsible | eaders and he believed that
they would not go to the extent of jeopardising the Barisan Nasional's
chances of winning the next general election.

To a question froma foreign journalist on the arrest of Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal menbers under the Internal Security Act (1SA), Abdullah said that
they were arrested under the | SA not because they were Keadil an nenbers or
that they bel onged to any particul ar opposition party.

"W detai ned them because of what they have done... they have gone
against the | aw and certain things and we consider that it would be
appropriate for themto be detained under the | SA " he said.

After the medi a conference, Abdullah was surrounded by the I SA
det ai nees' wi ves who gave hima souvenir book and asked why their husbands



were still held under the | SA
Abdul I ah, who is also Hone Mnister, politely told themto be patient.
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