21 JUN 2003

UWMNO: NST GROUP EDI TOR READS PCEM AT AGM

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- For the first time in Umo's 54-year
general assenbly history, a nenber of the nedia was given the honour of
readi ng a poemat the event today.

New Straits Tinmes Sdn Bhd G oup Editor Datuk Ahmad A. Talib said he
received inspiration to wite the poemafter listening to the opening
speech by Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad at the assenbly
Thur sday.

Ahmad said he applied for perm ssion fromUmo secretary-general Tan
Sri Khalil Yaakob that day to read out his poem

Wth 30 years under his belt as a reporter, Ahnad had often covered Dr
Mahat hir's functions | ocally and abroad.

"I dedicate this poemto Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad,
to the | eader who has given a | ot of guidance, not only to nyself as a
Mal ay i ndividual but to all the Malays in general," he said.

Ahmad | ater handed the text of the poemto Dr Mahathir at the assenbly.
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