01 AUG 2003
Muhyi ddi n- Umo
UWNO YOUTH AND PUTERI LEADERS TO KEEP POSTS DESPI TE AGE BARRI ER

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1 (Bernama) -- Ummo Youth and Puteri Ummo divisiona
office-bearers will be allowed to hold their posts in their respective
movenent's pro temconmittees despite passing the age barrier of 40 for
Umo Youth and 35 for Puteri Umo, said Umo vice-president Tan Sr
Muhyi ddi n Yassi n.

He said that the decision to allow the Umo Youth and Puteri Umo
division | eaders to hold their respective positions in the party's pro tem
conmi ttees was decided at the Umo Suprene Council neeting chaired by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, who is Umo president, yesterday.

"The decision nade for the pro temcomrittees is only transitiona
until the party elections next year. In the nmeantine, the Youth and Puteri
division | eaders can retain their positions even if they have passed the
entitlenent age," he told reporters after opening the Carrefour Cheras
outl et here today.

Yest erday, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi, who
i s deputy Umo president, announced that the party woul d dissolve all 165
Umo di vi sions and woul d appoint pro temcomrittees for the existing
di vi sions and 25 new ones that would be set up followi ng the el ectora
redel i neati on exerci se

Abdul | ah said that the pro temcommittees could be made up of either
i ncunbents or new faces, who would be in charge until the party el ections
next year. The dissolution and pro temcomittee appoi ntnents woul d i ncl ude
the Youth, Wanita and Puteri novenents.

In June, the Dewan Rakyat passed the Federal Constitution (Arendnent)
Bill, followed by the Dewan Negara in July, which would | ead to the
creation of 25 new parlianmentary constituencies, bringing the total to 219,
from 194.

Muhyi ddi n, who is the Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister,
said that the nove to allow Youth and Puteri division |eaders to hold their
positions was to enable themto performtheir duties until next year.

"The Suprene Council allowed themto hold the positions because we do
not want discontinuity in the way a certain Youth or Puteri divisionis
run. It is inportant that we try to keep things intact especially with the
general election just round the corner," he said.

He al so said that the whol e process of setting up pro temcommttees at
the divisional |levels would be conpleted by the end of the nonth.
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