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Umo- W ndup ( Musa)
UWO S GOAL |'S TO EMPOAER NATI ONAL SCHOOLS - MJSA

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- The national education programe is
the mani festation of the Prine Mnister's thoughts and i deas that span over
30 years
- since Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was appoi nted Educati on
M nister in 1974.

Education M nister Tan Sri Miusa Mohanmad said intense conpetition began
at school and it has | ong been Umo's goal to strengthen the education
system

"The entire Education Mnistry and | are determned to intensify
efforts in inproving the quality of education through better
infrastructure, solid curriculumand well-trained teachers.

"W will inprove on the teaching and | earni ng pedagogy, and prepare
strong religious education," he said during the educati on notion w nd-up at
the 54th Unmo General Assenbly here today.

Musa, a nenber of the Umo Suprene Council, said he was confident that
nati onal school systemcould be strenghtened and that Ml ay children could
conpet e and succeed.

"So long as Umo strongly backs the Education Mnistry, is the people's
friend in education, and fights to strengthen educati on anong Ml ays - the
future awaiting the Malay race is bright despite intense conpetition in
time to cone," he said.

On religious education, Misa said if it was taught correctly and not
used as a political tool, it would help build Ml ay confidence and
tenacity.

"A special comitee chaired by Tan Sri Murad Mohd Noor is finalising
this study and will present proposals to boost religious education and
enpower national schools," he said.

On the teaching of science and mathematics in English introduced this
year, Misa said Perlis, Kedah, the Federal Territory, Ml aka, Johor,
Terengganu and Sabah showed i npressive achi evenent in the conprehension
test that had been conduct ed.

On meritocracy, Misa said adnission into university based on nerit was
general ly accepted as the foundation for building sel f-confidence,
competitiveness and a cul ture of excell ence.

Bum putera adm ssion that dipped from69 to 63 per cent this year has
caused concern if meritocracy was beneficial to them The drop in the
nunmber Bum putera students into econom ¢ and pharmaceutical faculties (at
35 per cent each) and |l aw (at 15 per cent) was al so worrying.

"This is conmon in conpetition, however, we should be proud that

adm ssion for Bumiputera students is still able to reach over 55 per cent
if the quota systemis inplenmented," Misa said.
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