11 JAN 2003
Sabah- Umo
UNDERM NI NG SABAH UWVNO LEADERSHI P EPI SODE CLOSED, SAYS MJSA

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 11 (Bernamm) -- Sabah Ummo chi ef Datuk Miusa Aman
said the party is putting to rest the recent issue arising froma remark
that certain groups are out to underm ne his | eadership.

Describing the matter as a non-issue, he reiterated that Sabah Umo
remai ned strong and unit ed.

"We consider the issue closed...it does not exist anynore. W do not
want to waste tinme on trivial matters like this as there are bigger things
to do like working to increase party nenbership and preparing for the
election,” he told reporters after chairing the state Umo neeti ng.

The issue came to |ight when Sabah Umo Youth Chief Tawfiq Abu Bakar
Titingan was reported on Jan 5 as saying that there were groups in and
out si de Umo underm ni ng Musa's | eader shi p.

The noverent later clarified that the statenment was specul ative and not
targeted at any group in particular.

On the contrary, Miusa, who is State Finance Mnister, said Umo was
strengthening its position in Sabah with a current nmenbership of 413, 000,
of which, 324,000 are regi stered voters.

On matters discussed at today's neeting, Misa said, they deliberated on
the preparations for the ground-breaki ng cerenony of the party's
RM35-mi | lion building to be perforned next nonth by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, who is al so Umo President.

"I'"ve al so asked divisional chiefs, assenbl ymen and Menbers of
Parliament to go to the grassroots in their respective areas to hear and
hel p sol ve the people's problens," he said.

They were al so to conduct an election dry-run to ensure the party
machi nery was ever ready to face the election should the state assenbly was
di ssol ved

"The termof the current state assenbly will end in April next year
The el ection can be called anytine fromnow. So, it is better that we are
prepared to face it.

"Umo is a party that always maintains a high state of preparedness as
if the election is to be held tonorrow, " he added.
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