31 CCT 2003
Uniten - proud
UNI TEN DOES M SI A PROUD BY BECOM NG SOLAR CYCLE CHALLENGE CHAMP

BANG , Oct 31 (Bernamm) -- Universiti Tenaga Mal aysia (Uniten) made
Mal aysi a proud when its Solar Cycle teamcane out first in both the bicycle
and tri-cycle categories in the Wrld Sol ar Cycle Chall enge (WSCC) racing
competition in Adel ai de, Australia, |ast Sunday.

The Uniten team beat other international teams fromVietnamand Italy,
as well as the inter-State teanms from New South Wal es, Victoria and South
Australian, anong ot hers.

The bi enni al eight-day event began on Oct 19 and covered over 1,500
kil onetres.

I n announcing the results, Uniten Vice-Chancellor, Prof Dr Zainu
Abidin M Sharriff, was quick to point out that this achi evenent was a
present to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who retired today as Prine
M ni ster.

"(1t's) a very trenendous achi evenent in our point of view and serves
as a gift to Dr Mahathir on his retirement," Dr Zainal Abidin told a press
conference here today.

He said both the Uniten 1 and Uniten 2 sol ar-powered vehicl es were
chanpions this tine after finishing second in the bicycle category in 1999.

He said Uniten cane up with a new and better design which hel ped the
teaminprove its speed and endurance.

It was al so a test of teamwork, endurance and determ nation to excel,
he said, adding that it also showed the spirit of "Ml aysia Bol eh" anobng
the 19-nenmber team

Dr Zainal Abidin said the university spent RML70, 000 on establishing
the team and sponsoring the trip to Australia and the noney came from
Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd.

"It is aquite alot but we think for the sake of the students, for the
| earning process in every aspect of their studies, especially in design and
technol ogy, we had to do it. Nowit has proved worthwhile in that we
energed chanpi ons, " he sai d.

He al so reveal ed that Uniten planned to enter the four-wheel er category
in the next WSCC event and hoped to raise RM.5 nmillion in sponsorship to
ensure its success.

"The cost of devel opi ng and buil ding both the bicycle and the tri-cycle
sol ar vehicl es was al ready about RMbO, 000 and RM50, 000, respectively," he
sai d.
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