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Mahat hi r - UN
UNI TED NATI ONS W LL BE MORE OF THE SAME, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 10 (Bernama) -- Describing the United Nations as a talk
shop, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said today that the world body sinply
has no political will to institute changes to better represent its menbers.

The Prime Mnister said that while the rest of the world were told to
becone nore denocratic, the truth was that the nbost advanced countries were
not denocratic in matters pertaining to international affairs.

He was asked to conment on UN Secretary-CGeneral Kofi Annan's statenent
whi ch sl anmed the 15-nmenber Security Council as "undenobcratic", saying that
the body, established inmediately after World War Two, reflected an
out dat ed worl d power structure.

"I do not foresee any changes. | envisage that they (world power) will
agai n sideline the UN because we have granted themveto power. But they
t hensel ves do not honour their veto power. So, there's no | onger any
significance," he said after attending a briefing on preparations for the
upconi ng Organi sation of Islanic Conference Summit here.

On what the UN shoul d be doing to address its weaknesses, Dr Mahathir
said: "We know what they shoul d be doing. The question is whether they want
todoit. There is no political will to do anything."

Dr Mahathir noted that what Annan said was sonething that had been
voi ced by Mal aysia since long ago and that it was simlar to the content of
his first speech delivered at the UN

He said there was no reason why the world should still be shackled to
the outcome of a war that happened 50 years ago.

In the annual report to the General Assenbly, Annan said that UN
menbers should [ ook for "radical refornf in the way the UN and ot her
institutions work to cope with war, terrorism poverty and human rights.

When asked whet her the veto power should go, Dr Mahathir said that
perhaps the powerful countries would be reluctant to accept this idea but
at | east the systemshoul d be nodified.

He said a notion to stop sonething could be considered if, for exanple,
two permanent Council menbers plus three other non-permanent nenbers agree
toit.

"But at present one country can frustrate 180 other countries. It is
very undenocratic for one country, no matter how big, to frustrate 180
ot her countries,” he said.

The United States, which is one of five veto-w elding countries,

i nvaded Irag without the consent of the UN and agai nst the w shes of other
key menbers.

On whet her Muslimcountries should be given a pernanent seat on the
Security Council, Dr Mahathir said the nore inportant thing was that the
voi ce of the devel opi ng countries was heard.

To a question, the Prine Mnister said that Annan's statenent was |ong
over due.

"I't should have been said a long tinme ago but, anyway, we are happy
that he has cone round to our views," he said.

On the Pal estine issue, Dr Mahathir said there was no future for the
so-called "road map" to peace unless the rights of the Pal estinians were
recogni sed

The Israelis, he said, nust evacuate fromthe | and that they seized
fromthe Pal estinians and that those expelled and their fanilies nmust be
allowed to cone back and their |land and houses returned to them



Touching on the reported Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrom (SARS) case
in Singapore, Dr Mahathir said that in actual fact the Wirld Health
Organi sation (WHO) had deened it as a non- SARS case.

"But unfortunately, as usual, the Western press went to town (with the
story) and the share market has suffered as a result, and | amquite sure
peopl e are again cancelling their visits to this area.

"Qur tourismw |l be affected -- all because there is one case which we
don't know what is the cause of it but it's not SARS according to the WHO, "
he sai d.

On his visit to the PCC, Dr Mahathir said that he was satisfied with
the overall preparation for the OC Summ t but sonme aspects needed
fine-tuning.

He said several dry runs would be conducted to ensure the
snmoot h-runni ng of the Summt.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysia's experience in hosting big
i nternational events such as the Non-Aligned Muvenent (NAM Summt and the
Conmonweal t h Heads of Governnent Meeting (CHOGW woul d be docunented for
future reference.
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