25 JUL 2003
Mahat hi r - For nul a
UPHOLD FORMULA OF TOLERANCE FOR PEACE AND PROGRESS, SAYS MAHATH R

MR, July 25 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that Ml aysians nust continue to uphold the fornula of
tol erance and respect for each other's culture and religion to ensure the
country's progress and stability.

He said that this was the winning fornula pronoted by Malaysia's first
prime mnister, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al -Haj, who had | ed the country to
attain i ndependence after a | ong epi sode of col oni zati on.

"I't does not matter who's going to beconme the next prine mnister or
chief mnister but the people nust always uphold this fornula of tol erance
to ensure the country's peace, progress and prosperity,"” he said when
openi ng the new RM10 nmillion term nal building of the Mri Airport.

Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali, Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri
Abdul Tai b Mahnud and Puan Sri Laila Taib, Transport M nister Datuk Chan
Kong Choy and state dignitaries were present.

Dr Mahathir said that it was the responsibility of every citizen to
uphold this fornula so that the country's progress and devel opnent woul d
continue to benefit the future generations.

The prinme minister said that a deep sense of responsibility among the
peopl e was al so nost essential in the country's pursuit of progress and
prosperity.

"The peopl e, workers, trade unions, conpani es, government enpl oyees,
the police and arned forces in the country have all displayed this attitude
towards the country," he said.

For instance, he said, the trade unions had not resorted to strikes and
riots in demanding for the rights of workers and this had attracted
i nvestors and conpani es to enbark on business and trade ventures in the
country.

"Fromthe profits of conmpanies, we collect 28 per cent in tax and this
we use for the country's devel opnent |ike the construction of airports and
provi de assistance to the poor and di sabl ed.

"As such, we should not harbour ill will towards those who are rich as
they make significant contributions towards the country's devel opnment
i ncl udi ng openi ng up ventures which create enpl oynent opportunities for the
peopl e especially the poor to earn a living," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that Sarawak was nost fortunate as the state was
bl essed with abundant natural resources like oil and the Sarawaki ans had
al so readily exercised their wisdomin choosing a strong governmnent.

"Sarawak is a rapidly devel oping state, nore devel oped than sonme of the
states in the peninsul a because t he peopl e have chosen the Bari san Nasi ona
government which is strong," he said.

The prinme mnister said that if the Sarawak BN had won by only one seat
inthe state election, its | eaders would surely be too busy pl anning
political strategies as the governnent could collapse at any tine.

"But as the BN is strong, focus could be given to the task of
devel oping the state and the people i nstead of being involved i n wast ef ul
political activities," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the people should also give their support to the
| eaders capabl e of running the state.
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