08 AUG 2003
Donpok- Mahat hi r
UPKO PAYS "MY WAY" TRI BUTE TO DR M

PENAMPANG ( Sabah), Aug 8 (Bernama) -- Wth the inpending retirement of
the | ongest-serving Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, the
Uni t ed Pasok Monogun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation (UPKO) has its own way
to convey a parting tribute by acknowl edging Dr Mahathir's way in
propelling the nation to what it is today.

UPKO President Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said Dr Mahat hir had accorded
Mal aysia the dignity and noral courage to tell the world: "W shall not be
dictated, we shall do it our way."

Dormpok, who is Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent, said he
pondered | ong when preparing his speech so that he could aptly sumup his
party's appreciation to the way Dr Mahathir nmanaged the nation for the | ast
22 years.

"I renmenber that one of your (Dr Mahathir) favourite song is "My Way"
| believe that your choice of favourite song has a nessage for al
Mal aysi ans.

"And to ny mind, that nmessage is - we can have and do have the capacity
to do it our way -- the Mal aysian Way," he said to the thunderous appl ause
of the crowd when delivering his keynote address at the party's 9th Annua
Congress at the Sabah Cultural Centre Hall here today.

Donpok said it was no exaggeration to say that Ml aysia had grown by
| eaps and bounds, and today the country was justifiably the nost devel oped
anong devel opi ng countri es.

"Mal aysia is now one of the wealthiest nations in Southeast Asia and
has | ong been one of the nbst stable countries in Asia," he said.

He said: "All along, we did our way and with you (Dr Mahathir) | eading
all the way".

In underlining Dr Mahathir's achievenents in the Ml aysia way, Donpok
said Dr Mahathir first introduced the Punch Card to record work tines,
encour agi ng Mal aysi an workers to be punctual for work.

"And along with the sense of belonging and identity, YAB the Prine
M ni ster pushed for the inplenentation of the civil service code of ethics
and i ntroduced the clean, efficient and trustworthy canpaign,” he said.

The introduction of the "Look East Policy" also highlighted the need to
|l earn fromthe positive work val ues and the enphasis on group benefits
versus individualismas could be seen in the success of the East Asian
countries such as Japan and South Korea, he said.

Donpok said Dr Mahathir al so recognised the need to build up nationa
pride and confidence through the "Mal aysi a Bol eh" canpai gn.

In this respect, he said, the introduction, inplenentation and nore
i nportantly, the involvenent of local talents in various nationa
undert aki ngs such as Proton, Menara KL, Petronas Twin Towers, KL
I nternational Airport, Putrajaya and the Multimedi a Super Corridor are
undoubtedly testinobnies to the growi ng capacity of Ml aysi ans to undertake
huge and difficult projects.

"The country and the world will |ong renmenber your courage and
fortitude in inposing capital controls and pegging the ringgit to the US
dollar in response to the 1997 financial crisis, in contravention of the
I nternational Monetary Fund (I MF) prescriptions.

"I'n the words of the YAB, "That was tough. To go agai nst the rest of
the world, conventional wi sdom to nake a decision that nmay break the whole
country is a tough decision," he said.



However, Donpok said the Prime Mnister's decision had since been
proven to be the right choice for Malaysia and the IMFitself had to admit
that the steps "you took in the aftermath of the 1997 financial crisis have
proven to be highly effective.

He said: "In this instance, history has already proven you right."

On politics, Donmpok said the key pillar of the country's continuing
political stability was clearly the vital cal mng i nfluence of the
mul ti-ethnic and nulti-party BN formnul a.

"Some of us will recall the apprehensi on anong the non- Mal ay
comunities when the Prime Mnister took over as the Prime Mnister in the
1981 given the w dely-held perception then that he was an ultra Ml ay
| argely because of the publication of the Prine Mnister's book "The Ml ay
Dl emma, " he said.

Today this perception had vani shed as Ml aysi ans now real i sed that he
was nerely articulating on an i ssue that required national attention, which
| eft unchecked, would evolve into a bigger problemfor the entire nation,
he sai d.

Donmpok sai d the BN Government had done a lot to hel p the Kadazandusun
and Murut comunities in Sabah.

This included the introduction of the Kadazandusun | anguage in the
school s, Universiti Ml aysia Sabah setting up a Kadazandusun Chair
of ficial support for the Kadazandusun Language Foundati on, governnent
recogni tion of the Kadazandusun Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry and the
setting up of the Sabah Natives' Affairs Council
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