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US DELEGATE TO APPF DEFENDS US STANCE ON | RAQ

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 13 (Bernamm) -- The | eader of the United States
del egation to the 11th Asia Pacific Parlianentary Forum (APPF) neeting here
said today that he never thought that the US is practising "double
standards" in its policy over Iragq.

Amo Hought on, a nenber of the US House of Representatives, said that
the US was nerely trying to protect the nation's safety by doing things
which it felt were the best under the circunstances.

"W don't want to do anything pre-enptive, but we want to protect
ourselves and also a ot of our friends should Iraq have the destructive
weapons over there," he said when nmet by reporters.

He was asked to el aborate on the US plan to strike lIraq over its
accusation that the country has weapons of nass destruction, which sone
Muslimcountries felt is a double standard policy practised by the US

Houghton said that as far as Iraq was concerned, the US was working
closely with the United Nations as they did in the 'Desert Stornd
oper ati on.

He said that as the UN invol venment was seen as not very effective in
the 'Desert Storml operation a few years ago, US President George W Bush
had called for harder steps be taken this tine.

"W thought about it, and finally | think President Bush said that
we' ve got to do sonething harder this year. That's why he did what he did,"
sai d Houghton over the US close cooperation with the UN

He said that the US governnent had decided to work closely with the UN
rat her than going on a pre-enptive strike on its own.

He added that foll owi ng the cooperation with the UN, he believed that
there woul d be a good resolution to the Iraqi conflict.

The t hree-day APPF neeting, opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today, is attended by over 150 | awrakers from 27 nenber
countri es.
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