19 JUN 2003
Umo- Reacti on (BN)
DR M S REM NDER ON EXTERNAL THREATS MERI TS SERI QUS ATTENTI ON - BN

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernanmm) -- Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent
party | eaders say the tinmely rem nder by Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
t hat Mal aysi ans shoul d be wary of external devel opnments that could threaten
the country deserved serious attention

They said the call by the Prine Mnister and Umo President was not
only for Umo nenbers, but also to all BN conponent parties to continue to
defend the country from being re-col onised without the people realising it.

MCA President Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said Ml aysi ans nmust be al ways
careful against external threats and chal |l enges because | ack of vigilance
could invite foreign hegenony.

He said the whiteman regardl ess of whether they are Americans,

Eur opeans or Australians, they have big anbitions to control the world.

"As such, not only Umo but all the BN conponent parties must be wary
and united to ensure Mal aysi a's i ndependence was in the hands of
Mal aysi ans, we nust ensure our country's sovereignty,"” he said.

"Al'l BN component parties nmust take seriously Dr Mahathir's views and
advi ce because if we are not careful, one day foreign powers or Europeans
can gain control of the country without us realising," he said.

Dr Mahathir, in delivering his policy speech when opening the 54th Ummo
Ceneral Assenbly, said Mal aysia was not excluded from being the target of
foreign powers wanting to change its denocratic government as had happened
in several other nations.

M C President Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said Dr Mahathir had maintai ned
his tradition of inviting the people to think about their future and
country.

He said the national and international politics raised by Dr Mahathir
in his speech were inportant in efforts to further devel op the country and

peopl e.
"His advice to politicians warrants attention. He nentioned what he
expected fromUmo. | feel it is not only for Umo but also for al

conponent parties,” he told Bernana

He said Dr Mahathir's remnder to multi-racial Ml aysians to preserve
unity was tinely, particularly to face the challenges ahead in the
i nternational arena.

"Al'l of us must work to win the hearts of the people to ensure BN
continues to be in power. W nmust win with a bigger mandate because we have
done the best for the people,” he said.

Former Dewan Negara President Tan Sri M chael Chen said Dr Mahathir had
consi stently rem nded Umo nenbers and the people to work hard to achi eve
bi gger success.

He said the people should pay attention to the advice and practise it
i n nation-building.

"As his last policy speech at the Umo General Assenbly as Prine
M ni ster and President, obviously he wants to | eave the party which he had
led for nmore than 20 years to continue to carry the torch which had brought
progress to the country all this while.™

"Ml aysi ans shoul d understand t he neani ng of independence, the
chal l enges and reality of today's world and the danger we are facing," he
sai d.

Cerakan President Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik said all BN conmponent
parties must give priority to unity to protect the country from externa



threats and chal | enges.

He said every BN nenber mnmust sacrifice for the party's interests above
sel f.

"It's not only for Umo to prioritise unity but also all conponent
parties. The people nust think what they can do for the country and not
what they can do for thenselves," he said.

Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mara (U TM Vi ce-Chancell or Prof Datuk Seri
| brahi m Abu Shah sai d students nust understand Dr Mahathir's nessage so
that they would not be used as a tool to overthrow the denocratic
governnent of this country.

He said the students must be aware that the regi me change was not
somet hi ng i npossi bl e that coul d happen to Ml aysi a.

Hence, they nust be wary agai nst becom ng the tool of the foreign
powers to dom nate the country, he said.

"Don't think it's merely a bogy, |ook at the history of the regine
change in countries in South Anerica, the fall of reginmes in Afrika and in
Arab countries," he added.
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