31 JUL 2003
Mahat hi r - El ecti on
UVNO DI VI SI ONS AND BRANCHES DI RECTED TO GET READY FOR GENERAL ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, July 31 (Bernama) -- The Umnmo suprene council today
directed all the party's divisions and branches to get ready for the next
general el ection.

The prime mnister said that they should hold dry runs and wet runs as
part of the preparations.

"W have deci ded that Ummo shoul d nmake preparations for the el ection
and the divisions and branches nust hold dry runs and wet runs to enable
the Umo workers to performtheir duties snoothly (during the election),"
he said after chairing the suprenme council neeting at the Umo headquarters
at Menara Dato' Onn here which | asted two-and-a-hal f hours.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said the suprene council also
agreed that all potential candidates fromthe party should officially
decl are their assets before the el ection.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting also stressed the inportance of having a
good rel ati onshi p between Umo and the admi nsitration.

"The adm nistrators play a big role in inplenmenting all policies
bet ween the governnment and Umo. W nust also listen to the opinions of the
officers," he said.

He said the supreme council al so supported the governnent's decision to
reject the use of the short nessaging service by Miuslins to divorce their
spouse.

It also officially recorded its appreciation to former Umo pernmanent
chai rman Tun Sul ai man Ni nam Shah who di ed of | eukaem a on July 5.
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