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KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 5 (Bernama) -- Iraq, a founder nenber of the
Non- Al i gned Movenent (NAM), has cautioned NAM nenbers that the United
States may pressure themto safeguard its gl obal interests.

Iraq's Anbassador to Mal aysia Kais Al -Yacoubi said the US as the sole
super power would want to exert this pressure on NAM nenbers so that it
coul d dom nate the world.

He hoped NAM nenbers in line with their aspirations to live peacefully
and to be independent in decision-making would not give in to such
pressure.

"The noble principles of NAMitself are against the ains of the USto
dom nate the world as the sol e superpower.”

"I am expecting that there will be very big pressure exerted on this
summt in an attenpt to nake it a failure,” he said in an interviewwth
Ber nana.

According to himthe United States was interested in seeing NAM and
other countries being split and not working as a team

Irag is now |l ocked in a confrontion with the US over alleged possession
of weapons of mass destruction. The US has said that it would attack Iraq
to disarmthe country with or w thout the approval of the United Nations
(UN) .

Countries across the world including many NAM nenbers have voiced their
strong opposition against any unilateral action by the US saying that the
Iraq i ssue shoul d be resol ved peacefully within the UN franmework.

Kai s expressed his hope and belief that the 13th KL NAM Sumrmit here
this month under the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad woul d be able to overcone this pressure as well as any attenpt to
weaken it.

"I have full confidence in the wise | eadership of Prinme M nister
Mahat hir and his governnent. They will carry out this summt effectively
and successfully. Qur hopes are big that this summt can achi eve success in
line with the noble principles of the NAM novenent," he said.

Kais said that the 114-nenber novenent had never been agai nst any
country but had always striven to ensure a peaceful world with respect for
each ot her.

"This movenment is not against anyone and its principles and ains are
nobl e, but is against control and dom nation and this will entail enem es
and not because NAM provokes others," he said.

Kai s said NAM was nuch nore inportant now and needed to be nore active
as the "chall enges are big and decisive."

The KL NAM Sunmit is fromFeb 20 to 25 at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.
NAM s origin can be traced back to the Bandung Conference in 1955 which
brought together 29 Asian and African | eaders. The novenent held its first
summ t in Bel grade, Yugoslavia, in Septenber 1961

Kais said that at the KL summt,lrag woul d rai se "basic issues as well
current issues" such as the the UN sanctions on his country, the US threat
to wage war and the Pal estinian issue.

"We are sure other countries will also be keen to help and support the
Iraqgi people in confronting these unjust sanctions,” he said.

"And believe nme, nost nenbers of NAMwill join Iraq and support efforts
to find a peaceful solution to this threat against Irag, within the
framework of the UN...far away from any pressure. The provocation and US



threats to invade Iraq should be discussed within the novenent," he said.

Kais said about 1.5 mllion Iragis had died as a direct result of the
sanctions inposed some 13 years ago by the UN Security Council

"They prevented and stopped all shipnments, even pencils for students
claimng that these can used in weapons of destruction. They even stopped
sendi ng vaccines for cattle and other animals because they say the vaccines
can be used in biol ogical weapons. A very concerted plan indeed to prevent
the Iragi people fromliving like people in other countries. The inpact of
the sanctions is getting worse by the day," he said.

Kais said the Iraqi people appreciated Ml aysia's support for the
lifting of the sanctions as well the ongoing Aman Mal aysia' one mllion
si gnat ure campai gn agai nst the war.

"Under the wise and firm |l eadership of Dr Mahathir, we are sure he wll
| ead this novenent towards achieving better results despite big challenges
inthis current situation. W are very keen to give our utnpst support to
t he success of this NAM neeting", added Kais.

For more NAMrel ated stories |l og on to www nan2003. com
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