05 SEP 2003
Abdul | ah- Hadi
UP TO THE POLI CE TO TAKE ACTI ON OVER HADI ' S STATEMENT, SAYS ABDULLAH

CYBERJAYA, Sept 5 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahand Badawi said today that Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Abdul Hadi Awang exceeded his bounds in describing the police as
"syaitan-syaitan bisu' (silent devils).

Abdul I ah, who is Home Mnister, said that he was |leaving it to the
police to take action.

Hadi recently described the police as “syaitan-syaitan bisu' follow ng
what he perceived as their failure to act against the various offences,
alleging that their failure to cooperate with the PAS-l1ed state governnent
ininplementing its hudud, qisas and takzir was the cause of the high rate
of vice and ganbling activities in the state.

"My comrent is that it's inproper, inappropriate, irresponsible,
cal l ous and beyond the limt," he told reporters after nmeeting 10 nenbers
of the MSC-1 AP on the second day of its seventh nmeeting here.

"What was stated by himwas so obvious, what else is there to
i nvestigate. What he stated has been reported in the newspapers. It's up to
the police if they wish to take action," he said when asked whether a
police report will be | odged agai nst Hadi, the acting PAS president.

Abdul | ah sai d that such a statenent shoul d not have been nmade by a
| eader and definitely each and every nenber of the police force would fee
slighted by the statenent.

"Surely he knows that it is the responsibility of the police to curb
crime in Terengganu," he said.

The deputy prinme nminister said that as earlier stated by the
attorney-general, the police cannot be tasked to inplenment the hudud in
Ter engganu.

I nstead, he said, the police were required by the federal governnent to
enforce the Penal Code and according to records, the Terengganu police
ranked second anong the various states in resolving crininal cases.

"As such, accusing the police of being responsible for the vice and
crimnal activities is just going overboard, failing to have any regard for
the contributions of the police,"” he said.

Asked whether Hadi's statenment has a seditious el ement, Abdullah said:
"I"'mnot a lawyer to say this. It's up to the police."

Asked to conment on the canmpus el ections which appeared to have been
dom nat ed by pro-governnment candi dates, Abdullah said he did not think so.

"But the elections in the various canpuses appeared to have run
snmoothly as there no reports of clashes. Al handulillah,"” he said.

On the statenent by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad t hat
he was leaving it to Abdullah to deternmine his role in the future
devel opnent of the MSC, the deputy prime mnister said that he was happy
over Dr Mahathir's prepardness to continue to play a role in the MSC

However, the role of Dr Mahathir, who steps down next nonth, has yet to
be determ ned.

"To be specific, I've yet to discuss with him Definitely he'll be
i nvol ved, Insyaallah," said Abdullah, who takes over fromDr Mhat hir on
his retirenent.

Asked what needed to be inplenented during the second phase of the MSC
devel oprment, Abdul | ah said e-education, e-conmunity and e-governnment had to
be aggressively pursued.

He said that fields related to R& including those which were



specifically | CT-based should al so proceed at the current steady pace.

"This is vital to ensure that the MSC benefits the country and the
peopl e, " he said.

Abdul | ah al so expressed confidence that the I CT sector woul d conti nue
to serve as catalyst for the country's economni ¢ devel opnent .

Rel ating his neeting with the | AP nenbers today, he said that they had
stated their conmitment to continue to serve as | AP nmenbers.

He said that they were also conmitted to the expansion of their
operations in Ml aysi a.

The |1 AP nenbers al so expressed their intention to engage nore Ml aysi an
workers skilled in I T especially Masters and Ph. D. hol ders.

"They expect nme to continue to place attention and have hi gh conm t nent
when taking over fromthe prime mnister," he said.

Abdul | ah said that he had indicated to the | AP nenbers that the MSC was
a very vital project for the country's future.
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