30 MAR 2003
Sem nar - Mahat hi r
UAE' S ZAYED CENTRE TO ORGANI SE SEM NAR ON DR M S CONTRI BUTI ONS

By: Mohd Hai kal |sa

ABU DHABI, March 30 (Bernama) -- The "Zayed Centre for Coordination and
Foll ow Up"” in the United Arab Enmirates will organi se a one-day sem nar on
the contributions of Malaysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad to the Arab and Islamc world on May 15.

Mal aysi a' s Anbassador to the UAE, Datuk Syed Hussein Al -Habshee said
the semnar to be jointly organi sed with the Ml aysi an enmbassy woul d
hi ghli ght the aspects of Dr Mahathir's adm nistration which had succeeded
i n bringing high-technology industries to the country.

The semi nar would study Dr Mahathir's role in Ml aysia's devel opnent,
his | edership style and contributions to the Arab and Islamc world, he
said when net at the enbassy here.

Dr Mahathir was well known and highly respected in the Arab world and
this had facilitated Mal aysia's dealings with Arab countries in the trade
and economic fields, he said.

Syed Hussein said former Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid, who
is also President of the International Islanmc University (11U would be
anong those tabling working papers at the sem nar.

O hers woul d i nclude Universiti Sains Mlaysia (USM Deputy
Vi ce- Chancel | or Prof Datuk Dr Syed Ahmad Hussein and UAE acadeni cs.

Some 100 peopl e conprising di plomats and busi nessnmen from Arab
countries are expected to attend the semi nar.

He said the concl usions drawn fromthe senm nar woul d be docunent ed by
the Zayed Centre and distributed in the Arab worl d.

Meanwhi | e the Editor of UAE s national news agency, WAM Dr Jamal Al
Maj ai da said the sem nar woul d al so highlight the vital inportance of
Mal aysi a- UAE bil ateral relations and woul d focus on the successes achi eved
by Dr Mahathir.

Speaking to the Mal aysian nmedia during its visit to the news agency, he
said Malaysia's Prine Mnister was a well known and respected figure in the
Arab world especially for his brave stand agai nst the United States
i mmor al war agai nst innocent lragi civilians.

"Dr Mahathir is one of the nost inportant political figures in the
world in this century. He is the only |leader in Asia to say no to the US

and he is still fighting in Malaysia as well as in the Non-Aligned Myvenent
(NAM) grouping to stop the war in Iraqg.”
"Dr Mahathir has said the war in lrag is illegal and i moral. He has

al so played an inportant role in supporting the Pal estinian cause,” he
sai d.
The Zayed Centre is operating under the auspices of the Arab League and
is chaired by UAE's Deputy Prime M nister Sheikh Sultan Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan.
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