30 COCT 2003
UUM Mahat hi r
UUM CAMPUS COVMUNI TY SAD TO SEE DR MAHATHI R RETI RE

SINTOK, COct 30 (Bernama) -- The canpus comunity of Universiti Uara
Mal aysia (UUM, though sad to see Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir step down as prine
mnister tonorrow, are grateful to himfor his contribution to the
uni versity, its vice-chancellor, Prof Datuk Dr Ahmad Fawzi Mohaned Basri,
sai d today.

"H's contributions to the country and UUM are very neani ngful because
wi t hout Dr Mahathir, Sintok, which was formerly a communi st haunt, would
not have becone the centre of know edge whi ch has produced 33, 725
graduat es," he said.

The university was very proud to be chosen by the Education Mnistry to
set up the Institute on Dr Mahathir's Thoughts, he said at the closing of
the Reserve Oficers Training Unit's (Rotu) annual training camp in Sinpang
Wang Perah, Jitra, near here.

He said that to conmenorate Dr Mahathir's contribution in establishing
the UUM the university would confer an honorary doctorate on himat its
commenorati ve convocation in conjunction with its 20th anni versary
cel ebrati on next year.

"Al t hough the people need Dr Mahathir's | eadership, at the sane tineg,
we rmust respect his decision (to retire)," he said.

Meanwhi | e, several parties in Langkawi expressed the hope that Dr
Mahat hirt woul d continue to give attention to devel opi ng Langkawi .

Chai rman of the Langkawi Taxi and H red Car Owmers Associ ation Yusof
Abdul | ah believed that Dr Mahathir could play a role after his retirenent
to enhance Langkawi 's inmage as a renowned island resort.

He said the taxi drivers and owners would renenber Dr Mahathir for
bringi ng devel opnent to Langkawi and hel pi ng themincrease their incone.

Kedah Mal ay Busi nessnen and Petty Traders Langkawi branch chairnan
Ghazal i Mohaned Noor said Dr Mahathir had done a |l ot to put Langkawi on the
wor |l d map and hoped that his successor, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi ,
woul d continue to give attention to the island.
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