15 JAN 2003
Mahat hir-Officers
GOV' T SERVANTS REM NDED NOT TO BE | NFLUENCED BY UNFOUNDED SENTI MENTS

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 15 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad toni ght
rem nded governnment servants not to be influenced by unfounded sentinments
to the extent that they do not give their cooperation to the governnent.

The Prime Mnister said that allowi ng thenselves to be influenced by
unf ounded sentinments such as anger and hatred agai nst the governnment woul d
only be to their detriment and bring destruction to the country.

"We should not burn the nosquito net out of anger at the nobsquitoes.
The nbsquito net in this context is our own country, if we destroy the
country out of anger at certain things, we will beconme the victim" he said
when addressi ng Federal Governnent officers at a dinner here.

Dr Mahathir, who was acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohamad Ali, is on a two-day working visit to the state begi nning today.

He said admi nistrators and the governnment nust forge cl oser cooperation
in inplenenting programes for national devel opnent to ensure that Ml aysia
attai ned the devel oped nation status by the year 2020.

He sai d governnent servants had been giving good cooperation to the
governnent all this while.

The bi ggest success for the governnent and its enpl oyees woul d be when
Mal aysi a eventual |y attai ned the devel oped nation status, he said.

He was confident the goal could be achieved in view of the fact that
governnent enpl oyees were well trained as well as their willingness to
i mpl ement gover nnent poli ci es.

"I believe the success or failure of any admi nistrati on depends on the
integrity and sincerity of officers in discharging their duties,” he said.
The Prime M nister said Mal aysia had achi eved extraordi nary success
because no ot her devel opi ng country had achi eved the devel opnent that this

country had.
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