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Mahat hir-1nterpretations
VARI ED | NTERPRETATI ONS ARE DI VI DI NG MUSLI M5, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

JOHOR BAHARU, Sept 9 (Bernamm) -- Varied interpretations of the
teachings of Islamand at tines against the Quranic verses have divided the
Muslinms and profited their enemies, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oni ght .

He said these varied interpretations had not only divided Mislins
according to sects and groups but also had led themto kill each other.

"It is very sad indeed to see at a tine when Muslins are under attacks
by their enemes, other Muslins are willing to kill fellow Miuslins because
of varied beliefs on the teachings of |slam

"Naturally people who will profit fromall this are the enem es of
Islam |In other words, the Muslins are actually hel ping the enemes to
achi eve their objective," he said when opening the 46th National Quranic
Reciters Assenbly here.

Dr Mahathir said the Quranic verses could not be questioned, changed or
renoved but the interpretations of these verses woul d depend on the
interpreters who were after all ordinary humans

"Qur understanding of these verses depend on the interpreters, who |like
all humans are not |likely to nake m stakes," he said.

He said the Quran had provided a conprehensive way of life for the
Muslims but there were many verses which did not get attention as nuch as
t he ot hers.

Dr Mahathir said a fatwa (religious ruling) made w thout study and in
agreenment with the view of Islamc scholars, Quran, hadith and experts in
the field concerned woul d onl ye confuse and of no benefit to the Muslins.

He said the viewthat only those with religi ous know edge woul d be
gi ven pahal a (reward) while other branches of know edge woul d not had al so
caused Muslinms to be | eft behind, weak, easily fooled and mani pul at ed by
ot hers.

"Is it true that people with the know edge that coul d save |slam and
the Muslinms will not get the sanme reward as those possessing religious
know edge?" he sai d.

He said what woul d happen to the Muslins if none anong them knew and
capabl e of providing safety to fellow Muslins and the religion of Islam

"If giving water to a thirsty dog is rewarded (in Islam, certainly
peopl e who save other Muslins and Islamare al so rewarded,” said Dr
Mahat hi r.

He said sone Quranic verses were given priority while others were
negl ected, resulting in Muslins to benefit only half of what the holy Quran
had to give

Dr Mahathir said sections or verses of the Quran which nmentioned of
justice were not accorded the sane | evel of inmportance as those dealing in
the process of justice as required by Islam

"The Quran stresses that when sentencing, sentence with just. There is
no mention in the Quran that justice is not inportant or that the process
and procedure are nore inmportant," he said.

The Prime Mnister also said there were nany things in this present
time which were not there 1400 years ago.

Dr Mahathir said at present scientific neans could be used to deternine
who conmitted the of fence such as through the DNA test.

He said it would not be fair to accuse a rape victimof comitting a
crime of giving birth to a baby out of wedl ock when the offender was the



rapi st and father to the child.

He said these were questions which Islam c scholars should | ook into as
it would influence the way Muslins would | ead their |ives, productive or
ot herwi se.
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