31 JUL 2003
Mer deka- Cel ebr ati ons
VARl QUS PROGRAMVES PLANNED FOR THI S YEAR s NMERDEKA DAY CELEBRATI ONS

PUTRAJAYA, July 31 (Bernama) -- This year's Merdeka Day Cel ebrations
will be unique in that it will for the first tine be held in the country's new
Federal Administrative Capital of Putrajaya.

The 46t h Merdeka Cel ebrati ons woul d not be marked by the customary
processi on and fireworks display but by various other interesting progranmres,
Putraj aya Hol ding's Deputy Director of Public Relations and Tourism Norhazifa
Mohamed. said.

Many programmes, including fishing and cooki ng contests, have been
arranged in an effort to promote Putrajaya as the country's new Federa
Adm ni strative Capital apart fromentertaining and fostering interaction
bet ween residents in and outside the vicinity, she said.

"The opening cerenony will kick off with the launch of the Agriculture
Heritage Park on Aug 16, followed by a Food and Fruits Festival and other
programes until Sept 1," Norhazifa said.

This year's celebrations will use |last year's thene 'Keranamu Mal aysi a' (For
You Mal aysia) to conmenorate the country's devel opnent, especially since 1981.

The highlight of the event woul d be on the eve of | ndependence Day,
on Aug 30, at Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Putrajaya 1, Presint 8, where
traditional and nodern performances woul d be staged, she said.

An exhibition on the history of Ml aysia's independence will also be
hel d for three days, beginning on Aug 30, at the Milti-Purpose Hall of Precinct
16 here.

It is ained at recounting to the new generation the country's achi evenents
under the Preniership of four |eaders, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Norhazifa said.

O her events include a handicraft exhibition fromAug 29 to Sept 1 at the
Souq, Botani-Wetland Merdeka Cycle Hunt on Aug 30, cooking and sal e of
traditional delicacies fromAug 30-31 at the Agriculture Heritage Park and
One-Day Market fromAug 30 to Sept 1 at the Miulti-Purpose Hall of Precinct 16.

Sone 20, 000 participants are expected to take part in this year's

Mer deka march at the Boul evard, covering four squares, which will include
Dat aran Gemi | ang, Dataran Putrajaya, Dataran Rakyat and Dataran Wawasan.
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