09 OCT 2003
Mal aysia - record
M SI A TRYI NG TO BREAK WORLD RECORD USI NG HOVE- GROWN VEHI CLE

CYBERJAYA, Cct 9 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will be headed for another
record-breaking feat in the field of technology when its first home-grown
netal fuel-powered vehicle rolls out here on Saturday.

Using the vehicle, Malaysia will attenpt to set three world firsts
towards beconing a |leader in electric vehicle technol ogy, viz:

* The production of the world's first Al Electric Hybrid Vehicle
driven by netal fuel generator charging N ckel -Zinc batteries;

* The world's first denonstration of the "refuelability" of a neta
fuel cell in an electric car; and

* To set a distance record for a nodified production car powered by
nmetal fuel.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad is expected to flag-off
the vehicle, code-named "MeVictory 3", developed by the country's first
technol ogy invention centre - Invent@aya Sdn Bhd - to be driven beyond the
earlier world record distance of 344.67 kilonetres on Saturday.

Earlier, two nodified production cars powered by netal air fuel-cells
fitted by Evonyu of Elsford, New York, drove a world distance of 344.67 km
on a public road without refuelling or resharing on Cct 2, 2000

I nvent @ aya' s chief technologist, Tzepin Tsoi, said at the nedia
preview today that the vehicle's power plant was built in such a way that
it could generate 30 kil owatts horse-power.

He said the vehicle, which was a Honda I|nsight, could reach a maxi mum
speed of over 100 kil onetres per hour but for the test-run today it would
be driven at a speed of between 80 and 90 kni hour

"This vehicle uses 36 units of air zinc fuel cells and nickel zink
rechargeabl e batteries and is equipped with 100 per cent electric vehicle
i ntegration system" he said.

Tsoi explained that the use of this kind of hybrid technology in
vehi cl e engi nes was devel oped over the last four to five years in the US as
well as at |Invent@ aya, Ml aysi a.

The vehicle, he said, weighed 2,500 pounds and produced no carbon
emm ssi on or noise and was pollution-free.

"On the world record breaking attenpt day, we plan to drive this
vehicle up to the north of Peninsular Mlaysia," he said.
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