18 NOV 2003
West-Politics
LOCAL PCLI TI Cl ANS URGED TO STUDY WESTERN Cl VI LI SATI ON

BANGI, Nov 18 (Bernanmm) -- A Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia (UKM
acadenician today called on the country's politicians to study and
understand Western civilisation which has influenced all aspects of human
life.

Prof Datuk Syed Hussein Alatas said all l|ocal politicians needed to
understand inportant factors, like the principles and devel opnent of
Western civilisation, which had been influential since the 16th century.

To do so, they needed to read publications on the subject, he said when
expoundi ng on why Ml aysi ans needed to |earn about Wstern civilisation
when di scussing COccidental Studies and the establishment of UKMs Institute
of CQccidental Studies here today.

"A person who does not want to |learn about Western civilisation is
someone who is extrenmely stupid,” he said.

The Institute was created based on the call by forner Prinme M nister,
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, at the Umo General Assenbly in June that
Mal aysi ans needed to | earn about the West.

However, Prof Syed Hussein, who is a principal research fellow in UKMs
Malay Civilisation and Nature Institute, said not all aspects of Wstern
civilisation, like negative val ues which went agai nst human norns, should
be enul ated or | earned.

Anong the things which could be studied was patriotismor the |ove of
one's country, he said.

Meanwhi | e, UKM Vi ce- Chancel | or, Prof Datuk Dr Mohd Sall eh Mohd Yasin,
said the Institute was an academic and intellectual effort to |earn about
European custons in Europe, North and South Anerica, Australasia and
Russi a.

The Institute was established on Cct 1 at the behest of the Government
and headed by a Director, Prof Datuk Dr Shansul Anri Baharuddin, he said.
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