04 JUL 2003
Putin-Visit
VLADI MR PUTIN | S FI RST RUSSI AN PRESI DENT TO VI SI T MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, July 4 (Bernama) -- Russian President Viadimr V. Putin's
one-day visit here on Tuesday is historic as it is the first official visit
by a president of the Russian Federation to Ml aysi a.

Wsma Putra, in a statenent here today, said that Putin's visit is at
the invitation of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed
Putra Jamallulail, and to reciprocate Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s official visit to Russia in March | ast year

According to the statenent, Malaysia will be the only country to be
visited by Putin while in this region, reflecting the inmportance and
significance Russia attaches to Ml aysi a- Russi a rel ati ons.

Putin will be acconpani ed by an official del egation conprising
m ni sters, deputy ministers and senior governnent officials. A business
delegation will also be part of his entourage.

During the visit, Putin is expected to hold talks with Dr Mahathir on
bi | ateral econom c cooperation and wi de-rangi ng i nternational issues,
including Irag, West Asia and Sout h-East Asia, and | aunch the
Mal aysi a- Russi a Busi ness Counci |

He will also attend a banquet hosted by the King.

During the visit, Putin is also scheduled to sign three agreenents --
Agreenent on Sci ence and Technol ogy Cooperation; Agreenent on Cooperation
in Information Communi cati ons Technol ogy; and Contract for the Supply and
Del i very of Sukhoi SU- 30 MKM Aircraft, Integrated Logistics Support
Equi prent and Servi ces for the Royal Mal aysian Air Force.

Wsna Putra said that since the establishment of relations 35 years
ago, both countries had enjoyed good bilateral relations based on mnutual
respect, characterised by the desire of both sides to enhance, inprove and
diversify bilateral cooperation in areas such as defence, trade,

i nformati on technol ogy, education, aerospace and avi ation industries,
bi omedi ci ne, |inguistics and culture.

Cooperation in the education sector between both countries has been on
the upward trend and currently there are approxi mately 400 Mal aysi an
students pursuing their studies in various universities in Russia.

Meanwhi |l e, bilateral trade between Ml aysia and Russia | ast year stood
at RML, 347 nmillion

The visit is expected to further strenghten the already close |inks
enj oyed by Mal aysi a and Russia, the stanment added.
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