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PROTON- SYRI A
WAJA WLL BE A HH'T AMONG SYRI AN CAR ENTHUSI ASTS

By: Mkhtar Hussain

DAMASCUS, Aug 19 (Bernanmm) -- Perusahaan O onobil Nasional Bhd (Proton)
is confident of further penetrating the conpetitive Syrian market
especially with its Waja nodels which it believes would be a hit anmong the
young car enthusi asts.

Proton chief executive officer, Tengku Tan Sri Mbhal eel Tengku Ariff
said the national carmaker was now set to expand in a big way as it now had
the technol ogy to devel op top cl ass engi nes.

"Based on di scussions with our Syrian partner, we al so see great
potential in the Arena nodels here," he told a news conference at the new
Proton showoomin Hasrata near here which was officiated by Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mdhamad, during his two-day visit to Syria.

Last year, Syria inported 600 Proton Wajas and about 100 Perodua cars.

Wil e here, Dr Mahathir had w tnessed the signing of Menmorandum of
Under st andi ng (MOU) between Proton and Modern Technol ogy Tradi ng (MIT) of
Syria on the devel opnent of small-scale industries in Syria.

"The MU is not only for the distribution of Proton cars in the country
but for a bigger scope of industrial programe which involved the transfer
of technol ogy," Tengku Mahal eel sai d.

He expl ai ned that the programe woul d need hi gh-1evel conm tnent
between the two governnments as it would involve the setting up of vendors
for car conponents.

"There will be a spin-off fromthe progranme as it will provide
trenmendous job opportunities in Syria and nore inportantly the transfer of
technol ogy," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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