20 MAY 2003
Al DS- Wl kout
WALKOUT AGAI NST "ATTACK ON | SLAM' MARS | SLAM C Al DS CONFERENCE

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUVPUR, May 20 (Bernama) -- An international conference here on
the Islam c approach to fight the H V/ AIDS epi dem ¢ was nmarred by a wal kout
by many del egates in protest agai nst a paper by an academnician fromthe
United States which they said openly attacked Islam

Over 20 del egates mainly fromAfrica and some from Mal aysia and t he
Uni ted Kingdomangrily stormed out of the conference hall at the Hotel
I stana after not being allowed by the chairman of the session to rebut the
paper by Dr Am na Wadud, an associ ate professor of Islamc studies at the
Comonweal th University in Virginia.

While Dr Amina was presenting her paper, several del egates stood up
asking to be allowed to respond to what they described as a bl aspheny
against Islambut Dr Ismail Baba, the chairman of the Country AlIDS Services
of Penang who chaired the session, insisted that the fornat of the session
did not allow for any response fromthe fl oor.

The del egates t hen wal ked out and gathered in anot her room where they
| ater issued a press statenment calling on the conference organisers to
expel Dr Amna fromthe conference and to expunge her paper fromthe
records of the five-day Second | nternational MislimLeaders' Consultation
on HI V/ Al DS.

The conference whi ch began yesterday was organi sed by the Ml aysi an
| sl ami ¢ Devel opment Departnent (Jakim and the Ml aysi an A ds Counci l

Speaki ng on behal f of the group, Nazlin Qrar Fazal din Rajput, the
International I|slanic Adviser on AlDS, wonen and gender in Kenya, said Dr
Ami na's paper not only portrayed Islamas a failure in conbating Al DS but
al so oppressive to wonen, and that women are sex objects and tools for the
pl easure of nen.

In her paper, Dr Ami na spoke of the ways that |slamand Mislins
exacerbate the spread of AIDS and that a traditionall Islamc theol ogica
response "can never cure AlDS".

" She further alleges that not only can |Islamnot have a positive
response to HIV/AIDS but that it enhances its spread,” Nazlin said.

She said Dr Anina had taken the Quran out of context and had
deliberately msused the conference to attack and insult Islamand the

Qur an.

Her vicious and venonous attack to Islamis unfounded and
unsubstantiated. As such she has al so insulted, abused our faith and the
wor | dwi de Musliml eaders,"” said the statenent which was signed by nine

del egat es on behal f a nunber of others, including the Chief Kadhi of Kenya,
Shei kh Hammad Kassim Dr Musa Nordin of the Islanmic Medical Association
(IMA) of Malaysia and Dr Abdl Majid El Katnme of the | MA of United Kingdom

Dr Abdul Majid said it was irresponsible for the organi sers to have
allowed Dr Amina's paper to be presented at a conference held in a Miuslim
country |ike Ml aysi a.

Answering a question, Nazlin Orar said the group woul d however not
boycott the conference even if Dr Anmina was not expelled because it was a
very inportant forumto find ways of injecting the Islamc dinensions in
fighting the scourge that kills mllions annually, nostly in African
countries.

If we do that, then we are only playing into her (Dr Amina's) hands
of wanting to hijack this inmportant conference," she said.

But Dr Am na when approached by reporters |ater said she stood by her



paper, saying that the wal kout was "unfortunate” and showed that people
were unwilling to accept views that were different fromtheirs.

"I'"mstill inthe learning process on Islamand I'"'mwilling to | earn
fromthem M paper just states opinions that are different fromothers and
perhaps they take exception to that," she said.

Mal aysi an Al DS Council President Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir, who is
chairman of the International Advisory Committee of the conference, told
reporters after an energency neeting to discuss the wal kout that the pane
had deci ded not to expel Dr Amina fromthe conference.

She said no deci sion had been made on whet her to expunge Dr Amina's
paper fromthe records of the conference, saying discussion on the matter
was still ongoing.

" The wal kout by the del egates is something we regret happening. It is
the objective of the conference to give space to different opinions. Surely
we cannot expect a consensus on an issue |like AIDS and as we quarrel over
di fferences of opinion, Mislins everywhere are dying of AIDS, " she said.

Mari na sai d because of the controversy, the organi sers had decided to
all ow for del egates to respond to points rai sed by paper presenters for the
remai ni ng part of the conference.

" The chairman is not to blame for not all owi ng response fromthe floor
today as he was sticking to the format for the sake of saving tine," she
sai d.

Mari na said a one-hour special session would be held tonorrow norni ng
to enabl e the del egates to respond to Dr Am na's paper so as not to derai
t he conference.
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