14 MAY 2003
Maul i dur - Awar d
WOMAN AMONG FOUR NON- MUSLI M RECI PI ENTS OF MAULI DUR RASUL AWARD

KUALA LUMPUR, May 14 (Bername) -- A nursing nmanager was the only woman
anong four non-Mislins out of nine recipients of the National Mulidur
Rasul awards this year, at the Putra Stadiumin Bukit Jalil here today.

LimAi Loon, 53, the manager based at the Universiti Kebangsaan
Mal aysi a Hospital, was selected for her contributions to the comunity,
particularly in raising the health standards in the rural conmunity.

After 22 years, Limfrom Negeri Senbilan, was equally active in
pronoting heal th education through public foruns, especially on diabetes.

"I n nmy opinion everyone shoul d provide the best service possible to
devel op the nation, irrespective of their religion or background," she told
reporters after the cerenony.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Janal ul | ai
presented the awards at the cel ebration, attended by about 10, 000
representatives fromgovernnent agenci es, corporate bodi es and
non- gover nrent al or gani sati ons.

Al so present at the cel ebration, thened Toget her Appreciating the
Beauty of Islam was the Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul
Rashid, the Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad and Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, the Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi and Datin Seri Endon Mahnood, cabinet ministers and foreign
dignitaries.

Anot her non-Mislimrecipient was Prisons Assistant Superintendent, G
Thavamany Devapitghini, 52, who said the progranme should continue to
encourage nore people to get involved in social work as well as provide
positive feedback fromother conmunities towards |slam

Thavamany, who now works at the Kajang Prisons Departnment Director's
of fice, has served the Prisons Departnment for the past 28 years and has
vast experience in conducting rehabilitation programes for prisoners and
drug addicts.

He had successfully rehabilitated 500 out of the 803 prisoners and
Serenti drug rehabilitation centre i nmates since 1992, through a
Ther apeutic Comrunity programre, nodelled after a programme in the United
St at es.

Muhamad Nasir Zakaria, 23, who donated part of his liver to
three-year-old Mohd Fakhrul Radzi was very touched to receive the award.

The technician fromthe Operation Procedures Departnment at Petronas Gas
Ber had Kertih, Kermaman, promi sed he would try his best to continue hel ping
peopl e i n need.

In KOTA KINABALU, a centenarian was anong the Sabah Maul i dur Rasu
Award recipients fromthe Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Ahmadshah Abdul | ah.

Mandaud Gsman, 116, was el ated despite receiving the award for the
third tine, for his contributions towards propagating Islamin the state.

The former imamin Kampung Cinta Mata, in Tenomdistrict, about 179km
fromhere remninisced about the difficulties he faced as a mi ssionary in the
past .

He said: "In the past there was not much information avail abl e but now
there is nore know edge available and it's therefore easier to propagate
I sl am'.

Dat uk Pengi ran Abdul Rahman Datuk Seri Panglima Pengi ran Di gadong Mohd
Gal pam 41, a businessman from Sandakan, and Hasnah Mohd Yaakub, 40, a
teacher from Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Keningau Il were the other two



reci pients here.

Each recipient also received RVM3, 000 cash, a certificate of
appreciation and a conplenmentary gift.
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