18 SEP 2003
Zahar ah- Count er
VELFARE OFFI CES TO HAVE | NFO COUNTER ON THE DI SABLED

KUANTAN, Sept 18 (Bernanm) -- The Government will open counters in each
Soci al Welfare Department office in the country to provide detail ed
information on assi stance and incentives for the disabl ed.

National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man said the counters woul d be opened as soon as possible inline with
various interesting facilities and incentives for the disabled in the 2004
Budget anounced by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad | ast
Fri day.

"The step is also to help the departnent ascertain the nunber of
di sabl ed peopl e who have registered," she told reporters after opening a
Paya Besar Wnen's Group function here today.

She said thus far, sonme 125,000 di sabl ed peopl e had registered
t hensel ves and recei ved assi stance fromthe Governnent.

The 2004 Budget had al so proposed a nonthly all owance of RMR5 for
disabled children in primary and secondary schools and RMBOO for those in
hi gher learning institutions to encourage | earning.

She, therefore, encouraged famlies with disabled children to apply for
i ncentives under the Budget.

Meanwhi |l e, at the function, Dr Siti Zaharah urged all the el ection
machi nery in the Lepar, Sungai Lenbing and Panching State constituencies to
be prepared for the possibility of general elections.

She said this included preparations |ike ensuring that the registration
and review of the electoral rolls ran snoothly.
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