22 OCT 2003
Zai nuddi n- Mahat hi r
WESTERN MEDI A FAI LS TO UNDERM NE DR MAHATHI R S | NTEGRI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 22 (Bernama) -- The western nedia has failed to
underm ne Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's integrity, right up towards the
end of his | eadership, said Deputy Information M nister Datuk Zai nuddin
Mai di n t oday.

On the contrary, he said the Prinme Mnister became nore prom nent and
had succeeded in gaining world's attention with his sharp remarks which
created greater awareness anong the European and Anerican societies on the
danger of allowi ng thenselves to be dictated by the Jews.

"I'n fact, Dr Mahathir has proven to be a | eader who i s el oquent,
efficient, smart and far-sighted,” he said in a statenment issued here.

He said that because Dr Mahathir cane fromthe Third Wrld, he was not
accorded the status of a | eader whose integrity surpassed those in the
West .

Zai nuddi n said the western nedia had | ong shared an agenda to underm ne
and ridicule Dr Mahathir's | eadership by projecting himas authoritarian
and undenocracti c.

He cited a recent exanple where they tried to belittle Dr Mahathir by
claimng that he was rebuked by President George W Bush for his renmarks on
the Jews in his opening speech at the Organisation of the Islamc
Conference (O C) Summmit in Putrajaya | ast week.

"Clearly, such news is presented to appease the Jews," he said.

Dr Mahat hir had denied the reports, saying that Bush did not rebuke him
but only to explain to hi mwhy he had to make such a strong statenent
agai nst him

- - BERNAMA

HK AHH ABG



	WESTERN MEDIA FAILS TO UNDERMINE DR MAHATHIR'S INTEGRITY (Bernama 22/10/2003)

