03 AUG 2003
Mahat hir-Vi sa
"WE W LL NOT PROTEST," DR MAHATHI R SAYS OF NEWU. S. VI SA RULI NG

PORT DI CKSON, Aug 3 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will not protest against the
US. ruling requiring first-time applicants of non inm grant visas,

i ncl udi ng Mal aysi ans, to appear before its consular officer at its enbassy,
said Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

"No protest. W will not protest...as long as they don't bother us,"”
said the Prine Mnister when nmet after attending a Fanm |y Day of the Prine
M nister's Departnent Welfare and Sports Body here today.

He was asked to comrent on the new ruling effective Aug 1, which was
announced by Seni or Adviser for Strategic Planning of the Visa Services
Directorate at the State Departnent Stephen A Edson, who al so said that
bei ng granted a visa did not guarantee entry into the United States.

Dr Mahathir said if the U S. was suspicious of Ml aysians, there was
not hi ng Mal aysi a coul d do about it.

Asked to comrent on a report of three Ml aysi an hol i day- makers being
stri pped naked by the New Zeal and authorities on July 19, he expressed
sadness over the incident.

"I amvery sad that Ml aysians shoul d be suspected |like that.

Mal aysi ans general |y are very responsi bl e peopl e.

"They (Mal aysian) don't involved in such thing. Those that do that,
they' ve al ready been arrested by the governnent," he said.

The hol i day-makers from Mel aka conpri sing cooks Liew Eng Teck, Tan Teck
H ng and How Ah WAn said they wanted to spend 10 days in New Zeal and but
were stripped naked and forced to spend the night in a |l ock-up before being
deported t he next day.

They said they cane to New Zeal and only as tourists and had even bought
return tickets.
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