03 OCT 2003
A C Sri Lanka
W CKREMESI NGHE | NVI TED TO VI SIT MALAYSI A AGAI N

COLOMBO, Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Sri Lankan Prinme Mnister Ranil W ckrenesi nghe
has been invited by Malaysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mbhamad to
attend the 10th Organisation of Islanm c Conference Sutmmit to be held at
Putrajaya fromQCct 11 to 18.

A Governnent statenment here today said Wckrenesi nghe had been invited
to attend the opening and concl udi ng sessions of the conference.

If the Sri Lankan | eader accepts the invitation, which he is nost likely to,
it would be his second trip to Malaysia in over a nonth.

He visited Kuala Lunpur |ast nonth, also at Dr Mahathir's invitation.

That visit cane on the heels of a successful Sri Lankan busi ness and
i nvestnent seminar in the Malaysian capital attended by three Mnisters and
a hi gh- power ed del egati on.

The statenent said the Mal aysian | eader in his invitation said he was
| ooking forward to the visit of the Sri Lankan Premier to the conference which
woul d provide an opportunity to further cenment the good relations Sri Lanka
mai ntained with Islanmic countries as well as renew ng the econonic, social and
cultural ties with them

Mal aysi an conpani es are showi ng increasing interest in investing in Sri
Lanka, particularly due to a 20-nmonth | ong ceasefire and prospects of |ong-term
peace on the strife-torn island.

Peace tal ks have stalled since April 2003 in a dispute over the creation of
a Tam | rebel-run interimadmnistration and are likely to get back on track
| ater this nonth.
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