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ABDUL MALI K HOPES SEA CONDI TION WLL FAVOUR H M

KUALA PERLI'S, May 23 (Bernama) -- Marathon swi nmer Abdul Malik Mydin
hopes the sea condition will favour himwhen he swins fromhere to Pul au
Langkawi tonorrow.

Swift current, strong wind and the hot tenperature are anong the mgjor
chal | enges that Abdul Malik faces but he is confident that he can reach
Kuah, Langkawi wi thin 20 hours.

The 28-year-old swinmer, from Penang, is satisfied with the
preparati ons made for his last test in the country before sw nmm ng across
the English Channel in July.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will flag off Abdul Malik
for the 48-kilonmetre marathon swimat the Ml aysian Fisheries Devel opnent
Board jetty, here at 8.30pm tonorrow.

Abdul Mal ik, when net while inspecting the cage that will protect him
during the swmtonorrow, said the waves woul d not be a problem as they
were expected to be between one and two netres high.

He said the attenpt to swmfromKuala Perlis to Pul au Langkawi woul d
be his first try and he believed that he woul d becone the first Ml aysian
to achieve the feat.

Previously, a swimer from Al or Setar, Kedah, Ang Kean Kee nade two
attenpts to do so in 1997 and 1998 but failed to acconplish the feat due to
choppy sea condition and the threat fromjellyfish.

Abdul Malik said three representatives fromthe English Channel
Federation would al so nonitor his swi mtonorrow.

On his attenpt to swimacross the English Channel in July, he said in
the past 128 years, |ess than 500 swi nmers had succeeded in crossing the
cold channel with strong current and waves of between seven and ei ght
nmetres hi gh.

Abdul Malik said he had trained for his feat to cross the English
Channel for the past four years and would continue his training in
Mel bour ne, Australia next week.
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