22 JUL 2003
Abdul I ah- Yout h
ABDULLAH PLEDGES TO CONTI NUE W TH PROGRAMVES FCR THE YOUTH

ALOR STAR, July 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw today
pl edged to continue with the devel opnent programres for the youth to ensure
that they are capable of carrying on with the nation's devel opment agenda.

The deputy prine mnister said that the youth, as the future | eaders of
the country, should be given anple grooming in all aspects to face the
increasingly difficult chall enges ahead.

They shoul d be equi pped with strengths |ike know edge, efficiency,
skills and discipline to face the big challenges both within the country
and internationally now and in the future, he said at the launch of the
Anti-Drug and Umo's "Qps Sapu Bersi h" canpai gns in Taman Rekreasi Gunung
Keri ang, near here.

He cited Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad as an exanpl e of
how t hese virtues had enabled a | eader to tackle challenges like the
financial crisis in 1997 and the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
out break recently.

He said the recent devel opnents in the international arena which placed
Mal aysia in a challenging situation included the problem of terrorismwhich
nmust be tackled wi sely.

"Thanks to the wi se | eadership of Dr Mahathir, we are safe," he said.

He said it was only natural for power to pass fromthe old generation
to the new and it was the governnent's responsibility to prepare those
taki ng over the | eadership of the country.

"If it's so ordained, after October | will replace Dr Mahathir. \Wat |
want to do is to continue with what's good,"” he said, adding that the
government would train quality and capabl e people to take over the helmin
all fields and at all |evels.

He said it was very inportant to groomthe youth in all aspects so that
the country would remain safe, peaceful and progressive and its people
uni t ed.

The anti-drug canpaign run by the National Narcotics Agency invol ved
menbers of youth organisations in the state who took part in a three-day
| eadershi p course while "Ops Sapu Bersi h" involved community progranmes
organi sed by Umo divisions in Kedah
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