26 JUL 2003
Mahat hi r- Attitude
WORK HARD AND BE TRUSTWORTHY TO BE SUCCESSFUL, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
| aunched a new di mension in the governnent's programe to develop the rura
community by urging themto work hard and be trustworthy if they wanted to
be successful

The Prime M nister said such values if practised could greatly increase
the incone of the poor farners in the rural.

He said the rural Thais proved this through the successful
i mpl enment ati on of the one-vill age-one-product progranme, which was al so
carried out in Mlaysia.

"Way is it successful in Thailand but not so successful in Ml aysia?
Qur farners are still poor and they are still dependi ng on assi stance.
Don't we have one industry which we can devel op?...1 believe, we have
many, " he said when | aunching the "Gerakan Daya Wawasan" (GDW at the Putra
Stadiumin Bukit Jalil here

The GDWis an enpower ment programe devel oped fromthe original concept
of "Gerakan Desa Wawasan" whi ch was introduced by the Rural Devel opnent
Mnistry on July 4 1996.

Usi ng the same acronym of GDW the word "desa" (rural) was changed to
"daya" (ability) to enhance notivation and conpetitiveness in efforts to
eradi cat e poverty.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi and Rural
Devel opnent M nister Datuk Azm Khalid were al so present at the | aunching.

Dr Mahathir said the poor response fromthe rural comunity to
governnent's efforts to increase their inconme was due to their attitude

It was this which differed themfromtheir Thai and Japanese
count erparts who worked hard instead of wasting tine sitting in coffee
shops, he said.

He said padi planters for exanple could use their free tine to be
i nvolved in cottage industry.

"W ask themto work hard not to turn theminto slaves but for their
own good, " he said at the [aunching attended by 10,000 rural comrunity
representatives fromthroughout the country.

He said the benefit would be enjoyed by all although sone people would
think that working hard would only benefit the rich

Dr Mahathir said that being trustworthy was al so i nportant in carrying
out a given task.

"Wthout trust, we will not be able to do a proper job. Nothing wll
work in such a society," he said.

As such, he said that when the governnent enbarked on a programe it
shoul d be well received by the people and "Gerakan Daya Wawasan i s anot her
effort to focus on ways with nore benefits to us."

He sai d Mal aysi ans coul d be successful if they upheld good val ues
especi ally hard working and trustworthy.

At the same tine, Dr Mahathir said they should not forget to be
thankful to the governnent and not to be i nfluenced by those who thought
that they should only be grateful to God.

"W shoul d thank the governnent for hel ping us and grateful to God. Is
it wong?" he said.
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