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WOMEN S TEAM GOLD SAVES MALAYSI AN CAMP' S BLUSHES

By: Handan Saai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 21 (Bernamm) -- If not for one gold nedal bagged by
the wonen's team hosts Mal aysi a woul d have fini shed enpty-handed in the
15th Worl d Tenpin Bow i ng Chanpi onshi ps whi ch ended at Pyram d Megal anes in
Bandar Sunway near here yesterday.

The wonen's victory in the teamof five event, with just three days
remai ning in the tournanent, saved the blushes for the Ml aysi an canp, who
had hardly proved a threat to opponents fromthe opening day on Sept 11

Except for a joint fourth finish in the nen's doubl es through Dani el
Limand Azidi Anmeran, Malaysia's performance in the 10-day neet was far
fromconvincing and | acked the "Ml aysi a Bol eh" spirit.

Their early promse to deliver sonething as a token for Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamed, who is retiring next nonth, was only
reali sed on Thursday when the wonen bow ers fought tooth and nail to finish
first.

The five bow ers, Shalin zZulkifli, Sarah Yap, Wendy Chai, Sharon Cha
and Choy Poh Lai, shot to a world record feat of 6,208 pinfalls to win the
gold, eclipsing the previous record of 6,183 created by South Korea in
1999.

It was not easy for themas they clawed back fromfourth after the
first block of three games on Wednesday to finally take the |l ead with just
one game remai ni ng.

It was al so Mal aysia's second gold ever in the chanpionship's history
after the men's trios teamof J.B. Khoo, Edward Li mand Allan Hooi
triunphed in Manila 24 years ago.

However, the recent trend shows that national bow ers play very well
outsi de the country conpared to performi ng before home fans.

If the tournanent was hel d in nei ghbouring country Singapore, the
Mal aysi an bowl ers may have achi eved nore than their solitary gold at
Pyram d Megal anes.

| ndeed, Singapore was the medal hunting ground for Malaysia in the past
two years with Wendy retaining her Singapore Open title, for two successive
years, in January while Shalin bagged the Asian Bow ing Tour Grand S|l am
title there ei ght nonths ago.

Shalin, one of the nost successful Ml aysian bowers in history, also
won the Mal aysia and Philippines | egs of the Asian Bow ing Tour this
season.

Not to be forgotten, Malaysia also wested both the nmen's and wonen's
titles in the Wrld Tenpin Team Cup i n Odense, Dennmark, |ast February, a
tournanment played in a different fornmat conpared to the world neet.

Furthernore, it is very hard to believe that sone of the Ml aysian
bow ers shot such | ow sub-150 scores in the world neet at Pyram d
Megal anes, where they had been training intensively on a daily basis since
early this year.

Apart fromthe doubles fourth place, the men's performance was al so far
from convincing as none of the six nmanaged to enter the Masters Finals,
conprising the top 16 bow ers.

The wonen, on the other hand, should i ndeed be proud of their three
representatives -- Poh Lai, Wendy and Shalin

As for the tournament itself, it is about tinme the Wirld Tenpin Bow i ng
Associ ati on considers quality above quantity as there were parti ci pants,
especially fromm nnows bowing countries like Irag, who knocked down | ess



than 100 pi ns a gane.

The associ ati on ought to consider follow ng other international sports
federations like football's governing body FIFA which only allows the top
32 countries in the Wrld Cup Finals.

A total of 588 bowlers from65 countries took part in the 15th edition
of the world chanpi onships, making it the third biggest participation in
hi story since its inception in Helsinki, Finland in 1954.

If a qualifying round for every zone was set up, the association could
be assured of top class world chanpi onships in the future.

Lest we forget, the Wirld Champi onships will be splitting up the nmen
and wormen fromnow on, the KL neet being the last that the two categories
are bei ng contested together.

However, this will certainly not guarantee a top class performance if
the world body still makes the chanpi onshi p avail abl e for anyone.

On perfornmance, European teans Sweden and Engl and dominated this
edition of the world neet with three golds each, with Sweden pipping top
place with a nere extra bronze.

Sweden domi nated the nen's events with the three golds fromthe nmen's
doubl es (Tomas Leandersson and Anders Chman), All-Events (Chman) and nen's
team of five

Engl and neanwhil e, took centre stage in the wonen's events with Zara
G over's gold nedals in the singles, doubles (with Kirsten Penny) and
Al'l -Events showi ng her prowess ahead of |ocal heroine Shalin.
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