11 NOV 2003
Konr ad- Abdul | ah
WORLD COUNCI L OF CHURCHES CONGRATULATES ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 11 (Bernamm) -- The World Council of Churches has
congratul ated Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as the country's fifth Prime
M ni ster.

Its general secretary, Dr Konrad Raiser in a statement, e-mmiled here
today, said that Abdul | ah had been part of the political |eadership of
Mal aysi a and served as Foreign Affairs Mnister for many years.

"Therefore, I amsure that with your inpeccable credentials you will
stand in good stead to |l ead the country on the road towards realising
Mal aysi a' s goal of a devel oped nation under the Vision 2020 plan," he said.

Konrad said the World Council of Churches had been foll ow ng the
devel oprents in Malaysia in all these years and had mai ntai ned cl ose
rel ationships with the churches and the Council of Churches in Ml aysi a,
the national coordinating body of Protestant and Orthodox Churches in
Mal aysi a.

"I'n fact, | have had the opportunity to nmeet with your predecessor,
(Tun) Dr Mahat hir bin Mohanad during ny last official visit to Malaysia in
Novenber 2000, whi ch was an encouragi ng experience," he said.

He noted that Mal aysia had cone a long way since its independence in
1957 to achieve the present status of an industrialising econony under the
| eadership of Dr Mahathir.

"While adnmiring Malaysia's efforts, | do hope that Ml aysia will
continue to be vigilant in nmaintaining the ideal of a pluralistic and
i nclusive society, irrespective of the ethnic and religious identity of al
its citizens."

Konrad said that as fears grew in several other Asian countries about
the increasing trend of radical religious groups undermn ni ng peace and
stability, it was heartening to note that Ml aysia had taken a strong stand
agai nst such tendencies precipitating in the country.

"I amconfident that your strong roots in religious scholarship will
hel p to nurture an at nosphere of religious harnony and tol erance in
Mal aysia in the years to conme.

"Once again, | would like to congratul ate you and wi sh you every
success. | pray for God's richest blessings on you and your nation,"” he
sai d.
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