15 AUG 2003
Ti oman
WORKS ON TI OVAN Al RPORT TO COMVENCE YEAR- END

TI OMAN, Aug 15 (Bernama) -- Wrks on the Tioman Airport will comence
by year-end follow ng conpletion of the environnental inpact assessnent,
said Finance Mnister Il Datuk Dr Janmal uddi n Mohaned Jarjis.

He said that the design of the airport was being drafted and the cost
of construction was being estimated.

The rel evant parties involved in the project including the Public Wrks
Department were conducting various anal yses and studies to ensure that it
woul d not affect the environment, he said.

"The construction of the airport will not affect the environnent as we
will ensure that it retains the environnent-friendly concept.

"I't will be constructed at sea, along the shoreline. W cannot have the
construction on land as it will darmage a | arge part of the natural
surroundi ngs," he said after opening the Tioman Custons Conpl ex | ast night.

Dr Jamal uddin said that the nodern airport, to provide sophisticated
tourismfacilities in Tionman, would be built to accommbdat e Boei ng 737
aircraft.

The minister said that the existing termnal would be renovated to be
turned into a shopping centre inline with the island's duty free status.

"Even though Tioman is better known for the beauty of its sea and
beaches, the shopping centre will serve the island's duty free status and
encourage the tourists, expected to cone in |larger nunber, to shop,"” he
sai d.

Jamal uddi n, who is Menber of Parliammt for Ronpin, also said that a
marina nooted by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad was under
construction at the Kanpung Tekek jetty.

He said that the RVA0 nmillion mari na was expected to be conpleted in
two years.

"This is another effort to attract nore tourists to Tioman. At present,
there is no way for vessels |ike yachts to berth at the eastern part of the
island and the marina will change all this, enabling vessels from Si ngapore
and Thailand for instance to have access," he said.

Asked to coment on specul ati on that Ti oman woul d acconmpdat e anot her
casino like in Genting H ghlands, the mnister said that there would not be
any ganbling facilities on the resort island.

Dr Janmal uddi n said that the managenent of Berjaya Ti oman Beach Resort,
the only place in Tioman where 15 sl ot nmachines are available, in a special
room had given its undertaking to termnate this facility even though it
has a valid licence to operate them

Present at the opening of the RM5 mllion custons conplex, which wll
play a larger role, were Royal Custons Departnment Director-general Tan Sri
Abdul Jalil Abdul Mutalib, Pahang Custons Director Abdul Wahid Abdul Ghan
and Fi nance M nistry Secretary-General Tan Sri Shansuddin Hitam
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