13 AUG 2003
Mahat hi r - Advent ur er
WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FROM DR MAHATHI R FOR SOLO ADVENTURER

By: Mkhtar Hussain

ALA ERS, Aug 13 (Bernama) - Jalur CGemilang Il sol o adventurer
Shansurrijal Abdul Jaml's wish to neet Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in
the Al gerian capital has finally cone true.

However, he had to wait here for five days to get the chance to neet
the Prime M nister before proceeding his journey around the world in a
Proton GTi car

Shansurrijal, who celebrated his 38th birthday two days ago, said that
neeting the Prine M nister had been nmost neaningful for himafter
travel ling a distance of 40,000 kilonetres past 28 countries over tha | ast
si x nont hs.

"Congratul ations (for your efforts). Continue the journey till the
end," the Prime Mnister told Sahnsurrijal. According to Shamsurrijal, the
wor ds of encouragenment from Dr Mahat hir had gi ven hi m new vi gour to face
what ever challenges in his journey thereafter.

Sahnsurrijal, who started his journey in February, had been follow ng
Dr Mahathir's itinerary in Algeria since the norning, including a visit to
the Bounerdes region in east Algiers, the area which was worst hit by the
er at hquake on May 21

Finally, he had the chance to neet the Prine Mnister when Dr Mahathir
was | eaving one of the |l eading hotels here in the afternoon after attending
a Mal aysi a- Al geri a Busi ness Di al ogue.

Dr Mahathir also had a | ook at the car used by the adventurer in his
sol 0 journey around the worl d.

According to Shanmsurrijal, the Prime Mnister also asked about the
condition of the car and whether there had been any problemfaced during
t he chal | engi ng j our ney.

Dr Mahathir was in the Al gerian capital for a three-day official visit
begi nni ng Sunday.

After the brief nmeeting, Shamsurrijal acconpanied the Prine Mnister to
the Algiers airport, where he woul d depart for Swaziland for another visit.

Shamsurrijal would proceed with his journey by crossing the
Medi terranean Sea to Rone, Italy to travel across the European conti nent
before continuing the drive to North Arerica and South America. He is
expected to conplete the journey in a year's tine.

He is targeting to pass through 118 countries during his journey around
t he worl d.

On his experience, he said the journey had taught himvarious aspects
about the people around the globe that made himreal i se how fortunate
Mal aysi ans wer e.

Shansurrijal also said that he mssed his famly.

He hoped to nmeet his wife and four children in one of the cities he
woul d be visiting during the Hari Raya.

"Al'though we keep in touch frequently via e-mail, | still mss them
They are al so the 'nunber one supporters' for ne," he said.

He said that during the six nonths he had been travelling, he had now
under st ood several Asian | anguages, especially Arabic.

After this, he would strive to learn French and Spani sh as these
| anguages were inportant for interaction during his travels.
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