10 JuL 2003
Schol ar s- Openi ng
WORLD CONFERENCE OF | SLAM C SCHOLARS GETS UNDERWAY

By Wan Nurzila Abdul Rahman

PUTRAJAYA, July 10 (Bernama) -- The World Conference of Islamc
Schol ars began here today am d antici pation of in-depth di scussions on
pertinent issues affecting the Mislimunmmah.

The three-day conference that was officially opened by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, is regarded as tinely in view of the
pressing needs for the Muslinms to face the chall enges of gl obalisation and
correct the many m sconceptions of Islam

Organised for the first tinme ever, the conference held at the Marriott
Putrajaya Hotel is ained at capitalising on a global way of thinking for
the benefit of the Muslins.

The event is the brainchild of Dr Mahathir, who wants a specific
programre to educate Muslins on the real neaning of Islamso that they will
not be confused by the views of irresponsible parties.

It is also hoped that this neeting of Islanmic scholars will bring forth
resourceful ideas so that the Muslins can be the driver and catal yst of
their own success.

Today' s proceedi ngs, which are conducted in Malay, English and Arabic,
started with the recitation of the Quran by the National Junior Reciters
Assenbly 2003 chanpi on Mohaned Anas Razali, 10, from Tapah, Perak.

The openi ng session was carried |live by national broadcaster, RTM

The gathering, themed "lIslamin the Era of G obalisation", is being
attended by sonme 900 participants and observers from 34 countries,

i ncluding Mal aysia, and will see the presentation of 22 working papers
dealing with aspects |ike politics, social issues, econony and devel opnent.

Anmong t he renowned I slamc scholars to speak at the conference is the
Grand Shei kh of Al -Azhar Dr Mohanmad Sayyid Tantawi who will deliver a
keynot e address, Anerican scholar Dr Fathi Gsman and Dr Rifa' at Sayyid
al -l wadi of Egypt.

The conference is al so expected to address probl ens regarding Islamc
religious matters that have al ways been referred to ul amas whose services
thus far have been under-utilised due to various reasons.

By hosting this event, Ml aysia hopes to share its experience in
devel oping I slam the econony and politics.

This will be done through the presentation of working papers by
Nati onal Economic Action Council (NEAC) executive chairman Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned and corporate | eader Tan Sri Mohd Hassan Merican of Petronas, the
nati onal petrol eumconpany.
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