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WORKERS' UNI ONS SHOULD ACT RATI ONALLY, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
wor kers' unions should act rationally and not to use their strength to
i npose their demand on ot hers.

The Prime M nister said they nust al so consi der whether their enpl oyers
were capabl e of nmeeting their demand to avoi d damagi ng the country.

"If the workers' unions feel that they are strong and nmake demand
wi t hout considering the effect on business, enployers and country, the
workers thenselves will suffer,"” he said in his address at the Wirkers Day
2003 gat hering of public sector enployees at the National Institute of
Public Administration (Intan) in Bukit Kiara here today.

Dr Mahathir said that when asking for sonething, the workers' unions
shoul d consi der the capability of the other parties as well as the
country's econom c situation.

When econony was bad, he said nany conpani es faced problenms and the
country also suffered in terns of tax collections.

As such, he said the governnent could not increase its revenue as
expected and eventually the country woul d have | ess capability as
i nvest nent was not providing appropriate returns.

He said workers' unions in the country should not foll ow the footsteps
of their counterparts in the West, whose arrogance and unrealistic demand
had caused their countries to face econom ¢ problens and i ndustries to
cl ose down.

Workers' unions in the West seenmed to prefer confrontation than others
to settle their demand and this had a negative effect on the econony of
their countries, he said.

For exanple, Dr Mahathir said Britain was once well known as a car
producer but now it could not afford to produce its own cars because of
oppressi ve workers' unions as well as workers' | ow productivity and
quality.

He said Britian eventually ended up with produci ng the Japanese car,

Ni ssan, while its car conpanies |like that producing Mris and Austin cl osed
down, the Rolls Royce sold to Germany, Jaguar to the United States and
Lotus to Mal aysi a.

"When workers' unions are too big and strong, they tend to | ose that
power rationalise and to differentiate between the good and the bad."

However, Dr Mahathir said that if the denmand nade by workers' unions
was reasonabl e, then it should be entertained.

In this respect, he conmended Cuepacs for not naking unrealistic demand
apart fromtheir willingness to give and take

Such an attitude coul d save the country from many things, he said.

"It is not to deny the rights of the enpl oyees but to explain the
situation to them" he said

Dr Mahat hir hoped Cuepacs woul d continue to maintain such ties with the
government to help the country nove forward and achi eve further progress.
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