18 JUN 2003
Umo- Wani t a (Candi dat e)
WANI TA UMNO MUST ACCEPT CHOSEN CANDI DATES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernanmm) -- Wanita Umo nenbers must accept the
candi dates chosen by the party | eadership for the general election and
support themto ensure their victory, their | eader, Datuk Seri Rafi dah
Azi z, said today.

She said that they nust also continue to give their sincere support to
the party | eadership and work work hard to win the election

"For exanple, if a |eader has been chosen by the party | eadership to
contest in any constituency, Wanita Umo cannot question why he is chosen
and not anot her candi date.

"W accept the candi date because he is the party's candi date and we
work for the party's victory," she told reporters after addressing the
Wani ta Umo general assenbly here.

Rafi dah said that if Wanita Umo nenbers felt aggrieved and
di sappoi nted, they should it to thensel ves and i nstead work for the chosen
candi date's victory.

"Wt keep it to ourselves and don't discredit the candi date because of
it nor make representations to reject the candi date.

"This is a tradition that we nust continue in Wanita Ummo. |'mj ust
maki ng this rem nder because sonetinmes, we forget, so don't be a problemto
the party, we're going to have a general election," she said when asked to
comment on the rem nder that she had nade in her speech

Earlier, in her speech, she said that Wanita Umo nenbers nust |et the
party | eaders know t hat they had their sincere and continuous support
besi des maki ng constructive criticisnms in the interest of the party.

She said that if Wanita Umo did not get to contest the seats it wanted
she woul d keep the di sappointnment to herself and not |obby for the seats.

She al so remi nded the nmenbers to heed party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s advice not to nake representations to Seri Perdana
asking for certain candi dates not to be accepted after Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi had named t hem

She said it was not the wing's tradition to | ead del eations to the
party |l eaders to question or nmake threats over the selection of candi dates.

Al t hough they night have their own candi dates whomthey adored, they
must bear in mnd that their top idol was Umo and not certain individuals,
she added.

She al so advised the menbers not to |l et the i ssue of candi dates becone
a problemfor the party to get the votes and support of the people.

"Wonmen can calmthe situation. If the nen won't heed our advice, |et
them be, but don't let's cause a problem Can you pronise that?," she said
to a resounding "aye" fromthe 660-odd del egat es.
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