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YADI M PROPCSES THE SETTI NG UP OF O C WOVEN SECRETARI AT

PETALI NG JAYA, Aug 13 (Bernamm) -- The Islam c Da' wah Foundati on
Mal aysia (Yadim w Il take advantage of the forthcom ng 10th Organi sation
of Islam c Conference (O C) sumit hosted by Mal aysia in Cctober to
reconmend the setting up of an O C wonen secretariat, a Mislimwonan
activist said today.

Yadi ms Musli mWnen's Consultative Council chairperson Datuk Kamlia
| brahi msaid that Yadi mwould subnmit a proposal to Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad as the incomng O C chairman to pursue the
establi shnent of the secretariat during the summt.

"The proposal (to set up the O C wonen secretariat) is in reponse to
the call by heads of state and governnent since the sixth, seventh and
ninth OC summit for nenber countries to coordi nate, pronote and forge
cooperati on anong wonen towards boosting Musli mwonen's devel opnent," she
told a nedia conference after conducting a workshop on the setting up of
Mal aysia's O C wonen secretariat here.

She said the secretariat could serve as a body for wonen in the O C
menber countries to establish network, conduct research and devel opnent in
all matters pertaining to them

Kam |ia said Muslimwonen, representing half of the popul ation of npst
I slami c nations, play an inportant role in national devel opnent and in the
advancenent of the unmah.

"To devel op the ummah, it al so depended on the devel opnent of the
worrenfol k, " said Kanilia, who is Wanita Umo's Legal Affairs Bureau chief.

She said the O C needs to set up a special division or departnment for
worren affairs to facilitate and provide the nmechanismfor the O Cin
respondi ng to wonen' s needs.

At present, wonen's affairs were being handl ed under the O C Cul tural
and Social Affairs Secretariat.

"Musl i mwonen, especially, are still lagging in various aspects
especially in terns of health, education and devel opnent. As such, a
mechani sm and machi nery that can inpl enent and coordi nate Miuslimwonen's
devel opnent is vital," she said.

She said that based on the O C organi sati onal structure and procedure,
the proposal to set up the secretariat would have to be fornmally tabled and
approved during the OC foreign mnisters nmeeting to be held next year.

"We hope that in 2006 (the OC sunmt after the one hosted by
Mal aysi a), the proposal for the setting up of the secretariat woul d

materialise," she said.
The upcoming O C sumit will be held in Putrajaya fromQCct 11 to 18.
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