16 DEC 2003
Abdul | ah- M si a
M SIA MJUST CONTI NUE TO SEARCH FOR NEW OPPORTUNI TI ES, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahrmad Badawi said tonight ©Mlaysia nust continue to |learn, adapt and search
for new opportunities and new sources of growh to stay relevant and
conpetitive in the world econony.

He said it is crucial for the country to build on the existing science
base and to allocate resources for the devel opnent of strategic and
emergi ng sector, such as information and conmuni cations technol ogy (ICT),
bi ot echnol gy, aerospace and phot oni cs.

Mal aysi a nmust have the foresight dedication and discipline to carve out
a niche in new energing sectors to progress and nodernise the econony
further, he said at the 10th anniversary dinner of the Ml aysian
I ndustry- Government Group for Hi gh Technology (M GHT) and a speci al
briefing to the patron here.

Abdul | ah, who succeeds fornmer Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mhathir Mhamad as
the patron of M GHT, said established sectors such as agricultural and
food, telecomunication and autonotive should not be left behind

"In this regards, | comended the initiatives undertaken by M GHT and
its menbers in mapping out the developnent of this strategic and energing
sectors," he said.

MGHT is a snmart partnership between the governnent and private sector
working in synergy, prospecting primarily for business and investmnent
oppurtunities for industry, policy options for the governnent and research
priorities for public and the private sector institutions.

It also serves to nobilise and manage joint or collective technol ogy
efforts which are beyond the resources of individual organisations.
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