05 AUG 2003
Put i n- Mal aysi a
MALAYSI A' S SUCCESS RAI SES | TS | NTERNATI ONAL STANDI NG SAYS PUTI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernamm) -- Russian President Mladimr Putin said
today that the successes attained by Ml aysia have considerably raised its
standing internationally and placed the country anong the |eading
prosperous nations of South East Asia.

He said the principled and weighted policy pursued by Ml aysia over the
years had produced tangible results.

Putin said Russia knew fully well that over a relatively short period
Mal aysi a had covered a conplicated path of econom ¢ and social devel opnent
wi t hout mmj or social upheaval s.

"Economic, social and political nodels put in place with the direct
participation of (Datuk Seri Dr) M Mhathir (Mhanad) have proved highly
ef ficient.

"Even in a short stay in your country and acquaintance with the
achi evenents of its people nmake it possible to get convinced in that," he
said in his translated Russian speech at a state banquet hosted by the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail at Istana
Negara here.

Al so present were the Raja Pernaisuri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul
Rashid, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, Foreign M nister
Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, several Cabinet ministers, foreign diplomts
and other dignitaries.

The Russian President said Ml aysia had al ways drawn genui ne interest
of the Russians, attracting them not only by the beauty of its nature but
also its exotic environnent.

"Fampous sail or Krusenstern, outstanding scientist M klukho-Mklai, and
many other Russian travellers and explorers were unaninous in their
eval uation of the friendliness and decency of the Ml aysians and adnired
their arts and skills," he said.

Expressing his gratitude to Dr Mahathir for this opportunity to neet
him Putin said his contact with the Mal aysian Prinme Mnister may already
be called regul ar ones.

Both | eaders had net at the Asia Pacific Econonic Cooperation (APEC)
fora, the recent Evian G8 Summit and during Dr Mahathir's visit to Moscow
in March | ast year.

"In this connection | should point out that M Mhathir's visit has
beconme a powerful inmpetus for the intensification of political and econonic
rel ati ons between our nations," he said.

He said the confernent of the highest state award of Russia, Oder of
Friendship, on Dr Mahathir today was yet another piece of evidence of the
nerits of the Ml aysian |eadership in the devel opnment of bilateral
cooperation between the two countries.

Later, Putin bade farewell to Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin at |stana Negara.

Al so present were Tuanku Fauziah, Dr Mahathir, Syed Ham d and
Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, the minister-in-attendance.

Putin arrived yesterday for a two-day official visit at the invitation
of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong.

Putin's visit is to reciprocate the one made by the Prime Mnister to
Russia in March | ast year.

The Russian President and his entourage later left for the KL
International Airport in Sepang to return to Myscow.
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