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ZAM MJUSLI M STATES MUST COOPERATE | N PROMOTI NG NEWS EXCHANGE

KUALA LUVPUR, March 10 (Bernama) -- Mislimcountries nust close ranks
and work together in pronoting and exchangi ng news and i nformati on where
Musl i ms' perspective woul d be enphasi sed, Deputy Information M nister Datuk
Zai nuddi n Mai di n sai d today.

He sai d actions should be taken to reinvigorate the Organisation of the
I slami c Conference (O C)-specialised information institutions, nanely the
I slami c States Broadcasting Organisation (1SBO), the International Islanmc
News Agency (IINA) and the Islam c Progranme for the Devel opnent of
| nformati on and Comuni cation (PIDIC) so that they could be on par with
their regional and international counterparts.

Speaking at the Sixth O C Information Mnisters Meeting in Cairo,

Zai nuddi n said the advent of information and comuni cations technol ogy
(ICT) had resulted in a free flow of news itens, many of which were
western-oriented and biased reports ained at distorting information,
especi al |l y about Muslimstates.

The text of his speech was nade avail able to Bernana here.

Zainudin said in the wake of gl obalisation, where free fl ow of
information has resulted in countries having access to all kinds of
i nformation, Mal aysia had taken the initiative to pronote the setting up of
news and TV exchange progranmes anong the South fraternity.

He said the initiative was basically to pronbte the best interests of
countries of the South by giving enphasis on their perspective.

To spearhead the initiative, he said, Ml aysia had proposed to set up a
medi a centre, to be known as the Sout h-South Information Gateway (SSI G,
whi ch woul d act as a depository for all news and TV programes.

The Sout h- South news and i nformati on programe was first nooted during
the Langkawi |nternational Dialogue in 1999 by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who stressed the inportance of smart partnership, nutua
prosperity and equal sharing anbng the South countri es.

"It is hoped that with exchange of news materials and programmes anong
the the Sout h- South countries, we would be able to counter the erroneous
vi ews and opinions as well as the negative perceptions of the western nedi a
and in return will be able to transnmit news and information directly to our
clients.

"It is hoped that SSIGw ||l conplement the good work done by 1SBO, |1 NA
and PIDI C and other institutions of the OC, " said Zai nuddi n.

In wel coming all OC nenber countries to participate in the proposed
SSIG he said it was through such joint efforts that the Muslimworld could
project the true and positive i nage of |slam

"W have to be united in our cause in order to counter the negative
aspects portrayed by the western nedia. All these can be achieved if we can
make full use of the satellite facilities all over the world.

"There is a need for every nenber country to harness greater use of the
I CT in disseninating news and i nfornati on about Islam" he said.

The Mal aysi an del egation to the two-day neeting, which was opened by
Egyptian Prime Mnister Atef Ebeid, includes Information Mnistry
Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Dr Arshad Hashim RTM Director-General Datuk
Al i nusa Sul ai man and Ber nama General Manager Syed Jam | Jaafar.
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