26 MAR 2004
Pas- El ecti on
2004 ELECTI ON RESULTS BAD FCR PAS, BUT NOT | TS WORST

PETALI NG JAYA, March 26 (Bernama) -- The 2004 general election results
were definitely bad for PAS but not the party's worst, PAS Centra
Conmi ttee menber Datuk Kamaruddin Jaffar said today.

He said PAS ability to retain the Kel antan State Governnent was a
maj or achi evenent as this was the first tine that any opposition party had
been able to stay in power in a State for nore than three termns.

"I n Terengganu, PAS could stay in power for one full term exceeding
our previous record of two years in 1959-61," he told a forumon "Cenera
El ection 2004: What's Next" at Menara Star here.

Kamar uddi n, who retai ned the Tunpat Parliamentary seat in Sunday's
general election, was anong four panelists at the forum jointly organi sed
by The Star and the Asian Centre for Media Studies.

The ot her panelists were social activist Dr Chandra Muzaffar, the
Director of Institute Alamdan Tamadun Mel ayu, Universiti Kebangsaan
Mal aysi a, Prof Datuk Shansul Amri Baharuddin, and a policy anal yst at SEDAR
Institute, Ong Kian M ng.

Karmar uddi n said the recent redelineation exercise proved a nmajor
set back to both PAS and Keadilan in this election, especially Pas, as it
had created nore ni xed constituenci es conpared to before.

"A Universiti Sains Mal aysia (USM study showed, for the first tine
conpared to the | ast three redelineation exercises, that clear
Mal ay-majority seats were reduced,” he added.

He said another factor for the PAS setback was what he clained to be
"outright mani pul ation of the el ection by the El ecti on Comm ssi on and ot her
Gover nnent agencies."

"The extrenely high voter turn-out in Terengganu (87.43 per cent),
Perlis (83.27 per cent), Kedah (80.93 per cent) and Kel antan (80. 84 per
cent) is extra-ordinary and i ndi cates a possi bl e nani pul ati on of the
voter-registration exercise,” claimed Kamar uddi n.

He said the fact that several defeated opposition candi dates managed to
win after a vote recount had further aroused suspi ci on of possi bl e cheating
in the counting of votes.

Kamaruddi n said his party's findings showed that Umo menbers voted for
t he Bari san Nasi onal (BN), npbst Pas menbers voted for Pas but some voted

for the BN or did not vote at all, while the elderly voters tended to vote
for the BN due to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi ' s | sl ami c
i mage.

Anot her finding was that young voters also voted for the BN, which
m ght have been due to the fading Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi missue, but
claimed that the participation of |arge-scale phantomvoters was preval ent.

Kamar uddi n sai d t he poor performance by Pas was al so due to ot her
factors, such as the post-Sept 11, 2001, fear of Islamc terrorism the
departure of Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad as the Prine M nister and t he weak
opposition coalition.

He al so charged that various forms of restrictions were i nposed on the
opposition parties, especially Pas and Keadi | an, i ncl udi ng the t hreat of
the use of Internal Security Act (I SA) and the cl ose nonitoring of civil
servants. Al these contributed to the poor perfornance by the party.

"W were not able to hold ceramahs freely for the | ast three years or
so. W couldn't create the nomentum |et alone nmaintain and strengthen it
and as pol ling day approached we knew, in actuality, that we were the



under dogs, " he sai d.
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