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Sports-Mtorsports
300 DRI VERS, 100 CARS READY TO ROAR AT SEPANG Cl RCU T

SEPANG, July 24 (Bernama) -- Three hundred drivers, 100 cars with 1, 000
mechani cs and crew nenbers are ready to test their physical and machi ne
fitness during the 12-hour Merdeka M I 1| enni umEndurance (MVE) Race 2004 at
the Sepang Gircuit end of next nonth.

Sepang I nternational Grcuit (SIC) chairman Dat uk Mokhzani Mahat hir
sai d the response fromraci ng teans, including fromoutside Mal aysia, for
the event had been overwhel m ng.

"Five drivers fromHong Kong and one from Tai wan are anong the first
partici pants who have registered for this race that will be held fromAug
26 to 28.

"To date, SIC have received nore than 50 entries. The | ast day for
submi ssion of entries is Aug 16," Mkhzani told reporters at the
soft-launch of the MVE 2004 at the circuit, here today.

However, he said out of 100 cars, only 77 machi nes woul d be pernitted
to race on the final day on Aug 28, in accordance with the conpetition
rul es as approved by the I nternational Mtorsports Federation (FlA).

"Based on the racing licence issued by FIAfor SIC, Sepang Circuit is
only allowed a maxi mumof 77 cars for any racing conpetitionin the
interest of safety of the conpetitors,” he said.

He said the final round of the MVE 2004 woul d be hel d on Sat urday, Aug
28 where drivers woul d be fl agged off at 10amwhil e the qualifying rounds
woul d be held a day earlier.

"The rational e behind SIC s decision not to have the event on the
Merdeka day is sinply to give opportunity to local racing fans to join the
MME cel ebrations. In previous years, many of themmni ssed t he opportunity to
cone to the circuit because they were working for other events in
conjunction with the National Day," he added.

I ntroduced in 2000 with 52 entries, the MVE had received nore than 77
entries since 2001 which forced the SIC as the organi zers to sel ect the
best 77 cars based on the qualifying times and their conpetition
cat egori es.

Four categories are being contested with the open class for all the
nodi fied cars - class A for those above 1900cc and Cl ass B for cars between
1601cc and 1900cc. Class Cis competed by cars with engi ne capacity of
1600cc and bel ow.

Tickets are priced as | ow as RVM2O for entry at the Main G anstand and
they can be purchased at the circuit or via internet at
www. mal aysi angp. com ny.
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